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ON THE 

INTERPRETATION OF PROPHECY. 



2 Peter i. 19—21 : 



We have alto the word of prophecy more confirmed ; whereuntoye do well 
that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the 
day dawn and the day-star arise in your hearts : acknowledging' this as a 
first [principle'], that no prophecy of the Scripture is of self interpreta- 
tion ; for prophecy hat not at any time come by the will of man, but holy 
men of God spake, being moved by the Holy Spirit. 

The subject appointed for the lecture of this morning is 
ene of unquestionable importance, though I cannot repre- 
sent it as possessing the highest consequence and interest : 
for the great objects of personal religion in the Christian's 
faith, obedience, and consolation, are both more plain in 
their own nature and infinitely more important in their ap- 
plication, than any discussions can be upon the profound 
and difficult subject of inspired prophecy. Yet, most cer- 
tainly, if studied with a modest and candid spirit, and in a 
due proportion to the other departments of sacred know- 
ledge, the investigation of the prophecies is, in many re- 
spects, proper and advantageous. It serves to the illus- 
tration of God's universal providence ; it confirms, by the 
most decisive proof, the reality of revealed religion j it is 
a part of the homage due to the records of that revelation ; 
it elicits and establishes many of the most important rules 
for the interpretation of the Bible generally ; and it furnishes 
a rich abundance of the materials and motives for devotion. 
To those persons, therefore, who possess the requisite 
means and opportunities for this purpose, it is clearly a 
duty to employ a sufficient portion of their time and talents 
in the diligent search into the meaning and the fulfilment 
of the prophetic oracles. 



Yet, we cannot hold forth this as an easy occupation. 
We cannot promise success in it to indolent or partial in- 
quirers, to those who have a previously-formed system for 
which they are only in quest of support, to those who are 
seeking the gratification of an indevout curiosity, or (though 
I cannot express this without reluctance) to any persons, 
however sincere and upright, who implicitly rely upon the 
common translation in these, which, more than the other 
books of scripture, are generally remarkable for difficulty in 
the terms and obscurity in the matter. This difficulty and 
obscurity are intimated in various parts of the divine word. 
Striking instances we have in those passages of the last 
prophetic book of scripture, which expressly demand a mind 
endowed with a peculiar " wisdom," in order to understand 
its mysterious language.* 

This fact is also plainly asserted in our text. The apos- 
tle Peter has been declaring the certainty of the Christian 
revelation, upon the ground of that sensible evidence which 
himself and his fellow- apostles James and John had en- 
joyed of "the power and presence of our Lord Jesus 
Christ," when they were " eye-witnesses of his majesty." 
He pursues his course of argument, to shew that, by the 
miraculous proofs of our Lord's divine character and mis- 
sion, " the word of prophecy," the entire body of prophetic 
testimony concerning the Messiah, is made " more sure," 
that is, more abundantly confirmed in our understanding of 
its meaning and conviction of its accomplishment. To this 
prophetic word he exhorts believers to pay close attention ; 
for, though the declarations of prophecy at first resemble a 
feeble lamp glimmering in a gloomy place, a deep and un- 
explored wilderness, in which men have to travel by night, 
just enabling to find a way, but diffusing no light beyond a 
very narrow sphere ; yet afterwards, when the predictions are 
illuminated by the event of fulfilment, the knowledge ac- 
quired will become like the resplendent morning-star, and 
that followed by the welcome dawn of day, dicovering every 
object in the whole of an extensive district. This iilustra- 

^_^_ _ _ / 

* Rev. xiii. 18, xvii. 9. 



tion is applied to the subject, by the apostle's shewing that 
no instance of scripture-prophecy contains its " own solu- 
tion," nor could in general be understood by even the pro- 
phets themselves; because prophecy was not a human in- 
vention, or a system of conjectures and anticipations, but 
was the result of a supernatural impulse upon the minds of 
the persons whom the Omniscient Spirit set apart to be the 
vehicles of his communications. 

Sentiments coinciding with some part of these statements, 
Peter had adduced in his former epistle. " Concerning the 
salvation" of believers through the Lord Jesus Christ, 
" the prophets inquired and searched diligently, who pro- 
phesied of the grace that should come unto you y searching 
what or what manner of time the spirit of Christ which was 
in them did signify, when it testified before-hand the suffer- 
ings of Christ and the glories that should follow; to whom 
it was revealed that, not unto themselves, but unto us, they 
ministered those things."* 

I therefore submit the following as a just paraphrase of the 
text: 

a And thus, by the independent evidence of the divine 
mission of our Lord Jesus Christ, we possess the decla- 
rations uttered and written by the Hebrew prophets, ren- 
dered more sure to our apprehensions, and consequently 
more convincing to our judgment. To this collection of the 
ancient prophecies I exhort you to pay a diligent attention ; 
for, though it be at first like a lamp affording only a feeble 
light to a person travelling in the dark, yet, since the incar- 
nation of the Messiah and the events connected with it have 
now taken place, the comparison of those events with the 
predictions of them will bring such information and convic- 
tion to your minds as will be like the bright and welcome 
dawn of day, after a gloomy and dreary night. For it is to 
be considered as a first principle in this department of divine 
knowledge, that no scripture prophecy explains itself, but 
must remain obscure till it is enlightened by its fulfilment : 
and even the prophets themselves, who delivered those de- 

* 1 Pet. i. 10—12. 
b2 



clarations from God, were not able to interpret their own 
predictions: for prophecy at no time proceeded from the 
will, invention, sagacity, or foresight of men ; but holy men 
of God, whom he had set apart for that very purpose, deli- 
vered, by speaking and writing, faithfully and exclusively, 
that which they were impelled by the Holy Spirit thus to 
utter." 

In the early part of the last series of these Lectures, an 
able and interesting Discourse was delivered by my es- 
teemed friend the Rev. H. F. Burder, on the subject of 
Prophecy, as furnishing an argument in favour of the posi- 
tion, that God has given a Revelation to men.* It was then 
shewn that there are parts of the Holy Scriptures which 
profess to be predictions of events in a far distant futurity, — 
that those parts were unquestionably written in a period of 
very remote antiquity, — and that the events so predicted 
did occur, in a way which no human wisdom or power 
could have brought to pass, exactly in conformity to the pre- 
diction. 

The object of our present attempt is different. The di- 
vine origin of the scripture prophecies has been proved 5 
their utility and importance are manifest ; and the obliga- 
tion to study them naturally follows. The words of the 
prophet Daniel intimate that, when the time should be ar- 
rived for the fulfilment of his latter prophecies, the seal 
should be broken, and the book which had till then re- 
mained closed should \)e opened ; and that, in consequence 
of the diligent researches of wise and pious men, there 
should be a great increase of knowledge on this interesting 
subject : "Thou, O Daniel, shut up the words and seal the 
book, to the time of the end. Many shall run to and fro, 
and knowledge shall be increased. — None of the wicked 
shall understand; but the wise shall understand."f The 



• The third of the Discourses since published, on the Principal Evi- 
dences cf Revelation, by the Associated Congregational Ministers of Lon- 
don; 1826. 

t Dan. xii. 4, 10. See note A. 



apostolic prophet of the New Testament was also inspired 
to pronounce the blessing of divine approbation upon such 
faithful researches when combined with practical godliness : 
" Blessed is he who readeth, and they who hear the words 
of the prophecy, and who reflect upon the things written 
therein."* 

To set out in this requisite manner upon a course so diffi- 
cult, and to proceed in it with a probability of success, every 
thinking person must perceive that some solid principles are 
necessary. For the just interpretation of any particular 
prophecy, it is obvious that two things are indispensable ; 
the one, a correct knowledge of the terms in which the pre- 
diction is conveyed ; and the other, a correspondently accu- 
rate acquaintance with the facts, in their general character 
and special circumstances, which are brought under exami- 
nation as the supposed accomplishments of that prediction. I 
do not, therefore, appear before my respected brethren and 
friends, this day, to propose or support any system or hypo- 
thesis,, upon any of the questions respecting the fulfilment 
of prophecy, which have recently excited much attention in 
our country : but, my object is to bring forwards those con- 
siderations which must lie at the basis of any system, of 
any hypothesis, that will prove sound and strong to endure 
the ordeal of time. Respectfully, but with a full conviction 
of the truth and importance of what will be advanced, I 
have to submit those which appear to me the most neces- 
sary Rules, or Practical Principles, which we must impar- 
tially employ in order to the attainment of a just knowledge 
and faithful interpretation of the prophetic word. 

It is requisite, as a previous step, that we should form a 
clear conception of the Nature of a Prophecy. Obscure ideas 
upon the meaning of this principal term in our inquiry, 
there is reason to fear, lodge in many minds; and they must, 
of necessity, be productive of vague reasonings and erro- 
neous conclusions. 

A Prophecy is not a sagacious conjecture of events lying 
near at hand, and of which the indications already are pre- 

• Rev. i. 3. 



Renting themselves. Such conjectures, with regard to the 
consequences of a particular course of conduct in a single 
person, a family, or a nation, have often occurred to men of 
powerful minds and large experience ; and have been by 
them openly declared. In such cases the event has speedily 
verified the prediction. It is not from a superfluous anxiety 
that I make this distinction between human anticipation 
and divine prophecy ; for some distinguished persons in the 
present day are straining every nerve to merge the latter hi 
the former. Persons who are invested with the sacred 
offices of Christian Pastors, and University Theological Pro- 
fessors, have not blushed to employ their great talents for 
undermining and destroying the belief that any positive or 
immediate revelation has been at any time given by the 
Deity to mankind. The system of Prophecy stands quite 
across the way of such persons : they must therefore get rid 
of it, or their whole scheme is destroyed. They have, con- 
sequently, not hesitated to represent the Hebrew Prophets 
as wise and pious men, raised up and qualified by. Provi- 
dence with remarkable endowments of sagacity, courage, 
fidelity, and zeal for the pure worship of God and the insti- 
tutions of the Mosaic religion ; men who had great influ- 
ence in the affairs of their own country, and who obtained, 
by their friends and agents, private information from other 
countries ; men who thus penetrated into the secrets of 
courts, cabinets, and camps, whose importance was acknow- 
ledged, and whose favourable influence was courted by the 
highest authorities 5 whose persons were held sacred, by all 
ranks, and their ascendancy over the general population of 
Israel and Judah almost unbounded ; and who made use of 
these great talents, this extensive knowledge, this command 
over inferior minds, this influential power which was almost 
equal to the bringing about of the very events which they 
ventured to foretell, with the most patriotic regard to the 
welfare of their country, and the most faithful concern 
for the honour of Jehovah. Yet, these theorists suppose, 
none of the declarations, by word or writing, of those holy 
men were real communications from the Supreme Being; 
but all were the productions of their own superior minds, 



assertions uttei'ed with a noble daring concerning events 
near at hand, and which to them, though not to the great or 
little vulgar, were pretty clearly indicated by " the signs of 
the times ;" or, if they sometimes ventured to dart into a 
really remote futurity, it was in terms of description so 
comprehensive and so assuredly coincident with the general 
course of God's providential government, that a failure of 
accomplishment upon a broad scale was little to be appre- 
hended. 

In making this passing allusion, it is not to be expected 
that I should go to the length of adducing fornial arguments 
in proof of the inconsistency and demonstrable erroneous- 
ness of this theory; one of the most consummate inventions 
of disguised infidelity. I would only remark that we are at 
issue with its defenders upon every essential point in the 
scheme : and by the evidence, fairly adduced and judged of, 
let the cause be determined. We deny that the writings of 
the prophets looked only to a closely approaching futurity, 
or to a. remote one by loose and general descriptions. We 
maintain that those genuine writings, interpreted with the 
most rigid scrupulosity, do include many statements of the 
far distant future ; .so complete, circumstantial, and minute, 
so utterly out of the range <of probable expectation, and so 
dependent upon the infinite ramifications of instruments, 
direct and indirect, that only Omniscience could foresee 
them, and only Omnipotence bring them into existence. 
We .charge these theorists with the grossest inconsistency 
and absurdity ; in that they admit Jesus and his apostles to 
have been the most upright, sincere, disinterested, and 
noble-minded of men, who carried xnoral obligation to the 
highest point, and who were neither. deceived nor deceivers; 
while yet these falsely called Rationalists dare to contradict 
Jesus and his apostles in the most capital part of their tes- 
timony, when they cited the words of the Prophets as 
spoken and commanded by God, by the Lvrd, by the Holy 
Spirit, and under a variety of phrase conveying the doctrine 
of our text, that t€ prophecy never was brought; by the will 
of man, but holy men of God spake as they weife moved by 
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the Holy Spirit/ 1 . These hints must suffice upon the dis- 
tinction between real prophecy and sagacious anticipation. 

Neither is Prophecy an expectation founded upon any 
grounds of philosophical analogy. A Roman poet, in the 
first century of the Christian era, has a passage which some 
have represented as a prediction of the discovery of America 
fourteen centuries after.* But an inspection of the passage 
shews that it is either a mere poetical invention, arising 
naturally from the subject, which is the changes effected in 
the intercourse of mankind by the progressive improvement 
of navigation; or rather that the author had deduced, by 
reasoning from probability and analogy, the conclusion that, 
in the vast extent beyond the narrow sea which separates 
Africa and Spain, there must be something more than water, 
there must be either a new continent or numerous islands. 
The same thought had probably occurred to Plato, and had 
suggested the name of his imagined Atlantis. But, in 
neither of the cases, can it be reasonably deemed any other 
than the conjecture of men accustomed to deep thinking and 
to the construction of analogical arguments. It is also wor- 
thy of observation, that a similar process of reasoning in the 
mind of the illustrious Columbus, actually impelled him to 
the attempt which succeeded in bringing to light a new 
world. But such philosophical conjectures, however inge- 
nious and just, are essentially different from prophecies. 

It may appear almost superfluous to say that a prediction 
founded upon astronomical calculation, is not, in the theolo- 
gical and proper sense of the term, a prophecy. From an 
acquaintance with the succession of natural antecedents and 
consequents, which the Almighty Creator has established,* 
rules have been framed by the use of which the eclipses of 
the heavenly bodies may be foretold, with unerring exact- 
ness, for any period of time to come : and cases have occur- 
red, in which ignorant persons have been led to regard those 
who could exercise this astronomical skill, as endowed with 



* See Note B. 
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supernatural qualities. But a deduction from a knoWleg* of 
the constancy of the laws of nature, is not a Prophecy. 

It can scarcely be needful to say that the wicked impos- 
tures of astrology and divination are not prophecies. The 
foundation of these pretences lies in absolute heathenism : 
their allegations of fulfilment have arisen from the ambiguity 
or some other fraud in the oracle, or from the imagination of 
the deceived : nor can I conceive it possible for any person, 
living under the light of the gospel, to pay regard to. these 
pretences without pitiable folly and extreme impiety.* 

One precautionary remark further I beg leave to make. 
It is not proper to include under the name of Prophecy 
those declarations which abound in the Scriptures concern- 
ing the general purposes of God's moral government ; the 
promises and threatenings which refer to the spiritual state 
of men in the present life, and to the retributions of the 
world to come. Such, for example, as these : " Say ye to 
the righteous, that it shall be well with him ; for they shall 
eat the fruit of their doings. Woe unto the wicked 1 It 
shall be ill with him ; for the reward of his hands shall be 
given him. He that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved ; but he that believeth not shall be damned. We 
must all appear before the judgment-seat of Christ ; that 
every one may receive the things done in his body, accord- 
ing to that which he hath done, whether it be good or bad." 
Passages of this description form a most important part of 
the divine word; they are declarations from the. Eternal 
God; they are annunciations of future events; and their 
accomplishment is absolutely certain:- yet, since the events 
which they declare fall not under the eye of man in the pre- 
sent state, and they cannot be adduced as arguments in dis- 
cussing the great questions concerning the evidence of reve- 
lation, I conceive that we cannot properly consider them as 
belonging to the class of Prophecies. 



* See the admirable observations of Michaelis on this subject, and on 
the dreadful mischief which a belief in these impostures produces in a 
community, in his Commentaries on the Mosaic Law, Sect. 253 ; English 
translation, Vol. IV. pp. 74—82. 
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But I would propose the following as a just description of 
a Prophecy. It is a declaration made by a creature, whether 
human or of a superior order, under the inspiration and 
commission of the Omniscient God, relating to an event or 
series of events, which have not yet taken place, which 
could not have been certainly foreknown by any science or 
wisdom of man, but which shall take place in the visible 
dispensations of the divine government in the present state. 

In the earlier ages of the world, while the plan of divine 
revelation was but beginning to be developed, and when the 
records of that revelation were as yet very imperfect, God 
was pleased to inspire with the gift of prophecy different 
persons, in various countries, and for purposes more or less 
extensive in his moral government. Such were Enoch, 
Noah, Jacob, Moses, Balaam ; and probably other persons, 
of whom the brief limits of sacred history have not admitted 
any mention. Under the admirable and actually miraculous 
constitution of the Israelites, the prophetic office filled a very 
wide and important space in the Theocratic system. A 
succession of Prophets was maintained, by the power and 
inspiration of God, who not only were instruments of religi- . 
ous instruction and, by their poetical and musical talents, an 
invaluable aid to public and private devotion ; but who were 
also frequently commissioned to bear direct messages from 
Jehovah, of precept, reproof, consolation, or prediction of 
future events. These were called prophets, seers, and men of 
God* They fearlessly rebuked all violations of the Mosaic 
Covenant; the idolatry and superstition of princes, the cor* 
ruption and time-serving of priests, the vices and crimes of 
all ranks among the people. Their personal characters 
were generally holy and unblameable ; and their private life 
was simple and even austere. They wore a distinguishing 
dress, in addition to the close under-garmeuts of their coim* 
try's custom ; a large .cloak or mantle,* of sackcloth or 
some other coarse materia], fastened with a leathern girdle. 



• Wheats was laid aside, the person was said to be naked, according 
to the idiom of the Jewish language, though the under-gannents suffici- 
ently covered the body. See Isaiah xx. 2. 
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They carried the messages of God to the highest and the 
lowest of their countrymen. They taught, they explained* 
they enjoined all religious and moral obedience; they 
threatened the just punishments of God, particularly war 
and its ordinary consequences of impoverishment, famine, 
and pestilential diseases ; and they encouraged repentance 
and reformation, by assurances of forgiving and restoring 
mercy. The best kings of Israel and Judah always paid 
them eminent respect: and the worst dreaded and often 
persecuted these servants of God, the faithful patriots 
and truest friends of their country. They were sometimes 
maligned and opposed by pretenders ; who were unprinci- 
pled men, hypocrites or apostates, and flatterers of the 
wicked kings and men in power: these are mentioned, ia 
the historical and prophetic books, under the description of 
false, lying> and deceitful propliets. Of those who were 
really true and divinely commissioned prophets, the sacred 
books make mention of Samuel, David, Nathan, Gad, She- 
maiah, at the time of the separation of the two kingdoms,* 
Ahijah, Azariah,f Hanani,J Jehu, the son of Hanani,§ 
Elijah, Micaiah, Elisha, Eliezer,i[ Zachariah, the son of 
Jehoiada the high priest, Urijah who was martyred for his 
fidelity,** and Iddo, the grandfather of Zachariah, some of 
whose prophecies are in the canon of scripture; besides 
others who occur in the history, but their names are not 
recorded. Three females also are mentioned ; Deborah in 
the time of the Judges, Huldah, who " dwelt at Jerusalem 
in the college," probably apartments adjoining to the tem- 
ple, ft and Noadiah, of whom mention not to her houour 
is made by Nehemiah. {J 

There are also sixteen prophets who have left writter* 
specimens of what the Spirit of God had commissioned 
them to make known ; though not all their writings, which 
have been preserved to us in the Old-Testament Capon, are 
prophetical. 



*^**^*rw1P 



* 1 Kings xii. 22. f Ibid. xiv. 2. J 2 Chron. xvi. T. 

§ 1 Kings xvi. 1. IT 2 Chron. xx. 37. ** Jer. xxvi. 20. 

ft 2 Kings xxii. 14. \\ Nehcm. vi. 14. 
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The earliest of these was Jonah, who probably lived 
about the middle of the ninth century before the Christian 
era. His short book is entirely historical. It contains an 
account of the threatenings which be was commanded to 
denounce against the inhabitants of Nineveh, but which, 
upon their profession of repentance* were graciously re- 
mitted. 

Probably Hosba lived during the turbulent and sanguinary 
reigns of the last six or seven kings of the apostatized king* 
dom of the Ten Tribes of Israel, very often called Ephraini. 
The whole of his interesting but difficult book is occupied in 
pathetic remonstrances against the licentiousness, cruelty, 
superstition, idolatry, and the unbridled dissoluteness of that 
degenerate people, combined with awful denunciations of 
judicial miseries ; but many tender and condescending invi- 
tations of divine mercy are intermingled. Only few and 
interspersed portions of this book are properly prophetic. 

In the same period, or perhaps a little earlier, flourished 
Joel, esteemed by eminent critics the most sublime and 
poetically beautiful of all the prophets, next to Isaiah and 
Habakkuk. He predicts extreme distress to his country 
Judah, from a tremendous visitation of locusts ; he earnestly 
calls to penitent humiliation ; and he discloses the view of 
signal blessings in future times, under a new and more glo- 
rious dispensation. This prophet also pronounces the judg- 
ments of God upon some other nations; particularly the 
Tyrians and Philistines, whose crime is especially pointed 
out to be the slave- trade which they carried on, by getting 
into their possession Jewish prisoners of war, or children 
procured by treachery, or poor persons impelled by famine, 
and then selling them to the Greeks. 

At the same time Amos uttered his predictions ; which are 
chiefly threatenings of judicial ruin for national wickedness, 
upon the kingdom of the Ten Tribes and several of the neigh- 
bouring nations. The Tyrian slave-trade is here again par- 
ticularly distinguished as procuring God's heavy judgments. 
Final mercy is promised to repenting Israelites. 

This also was the age in which Isaiah poured forth his 
lofty strains, and cot only, with his contemporary Micah, 
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described the fallen moral state of Judah, predicted their 
sufferings from the Syrians and Assyrians, and, above all, 
from the Babylonians, and uttered the oracles of God with 
regard to the surrounding nations ; but, incomparably more 
than any other prophet, painted in the most lively colours 
the coming of the Messiah, his sufferings and triumphs, his 
kingdom and glory. 

Soon after the final overthrow of the separate kingdom of 
Israel, Nahum predicted the divine judgments against the 
kingdom and dynasty of Assyria. 

When the pious king Josiah was labouring to stem the 
torrent of his country's depravity, Zephaniah reproved the 
inveterate wickedness which pervaded all ranks, their trea- 
chery and hypocrisy ; he depicted the overwhelming desola- 
tion which was soon to burst upon them and the nations 
around ; and he prophesied of their repentance, their sup- 
plications to their covenant-God, and his signal mercy in 
releasing them from captivity and restoring them to the 
land of their fathers. 

While the kingdom of Judah was rapidly verging towards 
its fall, the magnificent Habakkcjk described the character 
of the invading Cbaldaeans, and their insults and cruelties to 
the vanquished Jews ; gave obscure intimations of the ven- 
geance which awaited those destroyers ; and recorded his 
prayer of faith for the support and consolation of the small 
number of God's uncorrupted servants who were involved 
in the common calamity. 

Jeremiah was the mourning witness of his nation's ruin. 
A considerable part of his writings is narrative : the rest 
consists of descriptions, lamenting, reproving and deploring 
the wickedness of his countrymen; fervent appeals and 
supplications to God ; and predictions on a variety of sub- 
jects, near and afar off, respecting the Jews and other na- 
tions, distressful and joyous, and, above all, the return from 
the captivity and the righteous days of the Messiah. 

At the time of tbe tremendous capture of Jerusalem, 
Obadiah predicted judgments upon the Edoniites, chiefly 
on account of their taking the most ungenerous and cruel 
advantage of the distresses of the Jews. 
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EzSKiKt was one of the Jewish prisoners carried to Ba- 
bylon. He prophesied during the early part of the captivity, 
describing its moral causes in the ingratitude and rebellion 
of the Jewish nation against their Divine Sovereign \ pre- 
dicting the judgments of heaven upon surrounding nations, 
for their several crimes ; announcing the return from the 
captivity; and penetrating into the glories of the future 
ftge, when the true religion should spread through all the 
nations of the earth. He makes more use of emblematical 
representations than any other prophet, and they are gene- 
rally very complicated; from which cause the interpretation 
of his writings is peculiarly difficult. This mode of repre- 
sentation we find soon afterwards in the visions and predic- 
tions of Daniel, in those of Zechariah, and, with a closer 
resemblance still, in the Revelation granted to the Apostle 
John. 

:* Daniel lived throughout the entire period of the cap- 
tivity. One half of his book is historical, the other contains 
prophecies of the deepest interest and importance, and chiefly 
expressed in a magnificent train of symbolical imagery.* 

A few years after the return of the Jews, upon the edict 
of Cyrus, from the captivity in Babylon, when they shewed 
themselves eager for the advancement of their private and 
selfish interests, but extremely remiss in taking measures 
for the rebuilding of the temple, Haggai remonstrated 
against their criminal neglect, shewed that the various cala- 
mities which they were labouring under were divine visita- 
tions for' it, removed their objections, and encouraged the 
viceroy Joshua and the high priest Zerubbabel in their at- 
tempts to effect a revival of zeal and exertion. The principal 
and almost the only prediction, in this short book, is that 
illustrious one, which refuted the dejected feeling of the 
Jews, when they compared the inferiority of the plap. and 
commencement of the new building with what some of them 
could recollect of the grandeur of the former temple, by de- 
claring that " the Debirb of all nations" should make his 
appearance in this house, and thus confer upon it a glory 

* See Note C. 
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which the former temple knew not ; and that the heathen 
nations should receive the richest blessings under his bene- 
ficent reign. 

Only two months after Haggai entered upon his divinely 
commissioned work, Zechariah was raised up as his faith- 
ful and effective coadjutor. His prophecies are chiefly re- 
vealed in symbolical visions, the machinery of which is exr 
tpeinely difficult for us to understand ;* and the other parts 
refer to the immediate condition of the restored Jew?, di- 
recting their obedience and holding forth promisee of signal 
mercy. The last six chapters of the book appear to have 
been written by another prophet, who had lived before the 
subversion of the kingdom of the Ten Tribes, consequently 
not less than two hundred years earlier than the Zechariah 
who wrote the former eight chapters. His subjects, style, 
and manner, are very different ; and he utters some distin- 
guished prophecies of the Messiah and his kingdom. It 
may be thought not improbable that he was the " Zecha- 
riah, the son of Jeberechiah," mentioned as a contemporary 
and friend of Isaiah, f The similarity of names might occa- 
sion the annexation of this work to the other, by those who, 
in the period after the closing of the Old Testament, formed 
the collection of the books.]; 

Seventy or eighty years later than Haggai and Zechariah, 
Malachi came forth, the last of the inspired prophets, 
powerfully co-operating with the faithful and zealous Nehe- 
miah, in reproving the sins of the people, especially of many 
members of the priesthood : and he concludes the Canon of 
the Old Testament by giving a most distinct prophecy con- 
cerning the Messiah and his forerunner. 

It is important to observe that many predictions occur, 
scattered throughout the Historical Books of the Old Tes- 
tament \ of which, indeed, a part (the books of Joshua and 
Judges, Samuel and Kings) are denominated in the Hebrew 

* The serious inquirer v^iil obtain great instruction from Dr. Stonard's 
Commentary on the Vision of Zechariah, with a Corrected Translation 
and Notes. 

t Isaiah viii. 2. J See Note D. 
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Bibles, The Former Prophets, as those from Isaiah to Ma- 
lachi, excepting the Book of Daniel, are called The Latter 
Prophets. It is also highly important to be observed, that 
numerous predictions, and those of the greatest weight and 
interest, are contained in the Book of Psalms. 

These are the Records of Prophecy, through which the 
Eternal Spirit hath spoken ; first, to the ancient people se- 
lected by distinguishing wisdom and grace; and then, through 
them, to all the nations of the earth, for the confirmation of 
faith, obedience, and comfort. Our object now is to ascer- 
tain the means, in the use of which, under that divine bless- 
ing upon impartial study which it is our privilege to seek by 
fervent prayer, we may hope to obtain a just knowledge 
of the sense and application of the Prophetic Scriptures. The 
Principles which appear to my own conviction certain in 
themselves and essential to this end, I shall endeavour to 
embody in the form of plain and practical Rules. My can- 
did hearers will allow the free expression of my own convic- 
tions, without imputing to me any undue assuming of au- 
thority. I only request that what I shall advance may be 
judged of, with a free and unbiassed mind, according to its 
proper evidence ; while I must confess my persuasion that, 
without the basis of these Principles and the application of 
these Rules, any attempt to disclose the genuine sense of 
the Prophetic Oracles will certainly fail of success. 

Rule I. It is necessary that we should acquire informa- 
tion, as full and correct as can be deduced from its pro- 
per source, the scriptural fountains, concerning the life 
and circumstances of the prophet whose composition is 
under consideration 5 the station which he occupied in 
his country, his connexions with, the government and 
with the people, and the share which he bore and the 
interest he took in the political and religious affairs of 
Israel or Judah. 

To explain the meaning and design of this recommenda- 
tion, I will endeavour to illustrate it by an example ; and 
we will select that of Isaiah, the prince of the prophets. 

This " holy man of God" was called to the prophetic 
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office and consecrated to a divine mission, in the last year of 
Uzziah, king of Judah. The next reign, that of Jotham, 
comprised sixteen years. He was an upright ruler, and en- 
deavoured to reform the depraved moral condition of his 
people. The general state of the country, with regard to 
temporal enjoyments, was flourishing, riches were accumu- 
lating, and a rapid advancement in public and private afflu- 
ence was confidently expected. But the vices of unsanctified 
prosperity grew rank and rapid. The holy authority of Je- 
hovah, the God of Abraham and the Ruler of the world, was 
rejected; the institutions of his miraculous covenant with 
the Hebrew nation were violated and openly contemned; 
immorality was extensively ^predominant among all ranks; 
the most corrupt manners of foreign nations were imitated ; 
idolatry, necromancy, and other impious superstitions, were 
greedily adopted ; and the higher classes distinguished them- 
selves by their oppression of the lower, their luxury, their 
licentiousness, and their hypocrisy. To stem the tide of 
wickedness, the influence and example of the king were too 
feeble. Then the inspired prophet came forth, with his vivid 
pictures of persons and characters, his animated descriptions 
of judgment and mercy, his faithful reproofs, his pathetic 
expostulations, his ardent enforcement of Jehovah's com- 
mands and reproofs, invitations, promises, and threatenings. 
What degree of success followed these means of grace and 
instruction, we find not recorded : but, from the continued 
strain of the prophet's writings, there is much reason to fear 
that little reformation was effected. The successor to the 
kingdom was Ahaz, a weak and wicked prince, extremely 
addicted to the superstitions and idolatry of the neighbour- 
ing nations. The opportunity of his imbecile reign was 
seized by Pekah, the usurper of the throne of Israel, and 
Rezin, the king of Syria. They invaded the territory of 
Ahaz, defeated his army with tremendous slaughter, and 
took him prisoner, with an immense number of his subjects: 
but the emancipation of these prisoners was effected imme- 
diately, in a way of extraordinary divine interposition.* Yet 



• 2 Chron. xxviii. 6—15. 
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it appears that a very short time elapsed, before the confe- 
derates made a second invasion ; and, in their confidence of 
success, had projected the deposing of the royal family of 
David, and the setting up of a creature of their own. * In 
this project they had the concurrence of a powerful traitor- 
ous party, in the heart of Judah itself, f 

Under these alarming circumstances, Ahaz and his people 
•faere reasonably enough thrown into the deepest consterna- 
tion : and, with equal impolicy and contempt of God, he de- 
termined to seek aid from a powerful conqueror, Tiglath- 
pileser, the king of Assyria. Against this step, Isaiah 
remonstrated, intreated, and threatened the ruinous conse- 
quences; but in vain. The proud Assyrian did indeed 
interfere, so far as to take a ruinous subsidy from Ahaz, and 
to invade the other two powers; but he effected no real 
deliverance for the Jewish people: on the contrary, he esta- 
blished his demands for further and more exorbitant contri- 
butions, as the price, not so much of his protection as of his 
precarious forbearance from making them also his prey. Du- 
ring his whole reign, this unhappy king Ahaz continued the 
slave of wickedness, superstition, and abominable idolatries, 
even to the burning alive of his own offspring as a sacrifice to 
Moloch. The affairs of the nation and the interests of religion 
must have sunk perpetually lower into the gulf of ruin : and 
*niost probably neglect and contempt, if not coercive perse- 
cution, oppressed the prophets of God. This nidaticholy 
state of things is described in the first nine chapters of the 
book, annexing four verses of the tenth. 

To a kingdom' thus depraved and impoverished, to a throne 
thus dishonoured, the simple-hearted and pious Hezekiah 
succeeded. Powerful obstructions, and even formidable 
dangers, opposed his endeavours for the reformation of his 
country. The domineering faction before mentioned, disaf- 
fected to the house of David, impiously hating the religious 
institutions of Jehovah, and enamoured withthfe polytheism, 
the superstitions, and the licentiousness, of the heathen 
kingdoms around them, put forth their machinations, by 



• Isaiah vii. 1-6. f lb. viii. 6, 19, 21. 
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open measures and by insidious craft* to prevent the sucq^s 
of the king's patriotic and religious exertions. It appears to 
have been by their instigation that he was induced to throw 
off the tribute, to which his father had bound himself to the 
(Assyrian monarch. Wicked as the origin, of that yoke had 
been, disgraceful as was such a badge of servitude, and mi- 
serably oppressive as it was to the public resources, it ip 
questionable whether -Hezekiah acted rightly in attempting 
to free hiniself from it. To say the least, it was an act of poli- 
tical indiscretion; for he was in no condition to make a stand 
t qgainst Tiglath-pileser, or Shalmeneser, or Sargon, or Sen- 
nacherib. The heathenish faction urged hipi tp this perilqup 
step, relying upon aid from the sovereigns who reigned over 
.parts of Egypt and Ethiopia. This course of policy was 
expressly contrary to the duty of the people, and their king. 
That duty , was to look > Jo Jbhovah alone as their Protector 
and Deliverer. As, in His holy name, Isajah had before 
protested against the ungodly and ruinous application of 
Ahaz to Assyria; so did he now intreat and warn againqt 
this Egyptian alliance, as nugatory upon the principles qf 
human calculation, and as exceedingly sinful in a religious 
view, because it w^s an additional distrust of the covenant- 
promises of the Mo^t High, and a. real treason against the 
peculiar relation which he had condescended to assume ip 
.constituting the .Hebrew Theocracy. On every side, ruip. 
now appeared, inevitable. The, enraged Sennacherib, £S flppp 
as he had freed himself from some oth?r enemies, marched 
his apparently: invincible army into Judaji, took, every forti- 
fied place, and reduced Hezekiah to such distress and humi- 
liation, that he submitted to a. fine the inost. enormous* for 
pacifying the conqueror. But, no sooner had the Assyrian 
king obtained this sum from his ruined vassal, than he openly 
defied all faith and decency, and summoned Jerusalem to an 
unconditional surrender. 

Now appeared the grace apd power of the God of Israel. 
.Hezekiah, in the extremity of his distress, had recourse to 
.prayer : and, when human help seemed iiqpoqsible, , the 

• Equal to more than 268,000/. sterling. 
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prophet was the messenger of glad tidings from Jehovah. 
In a most beautiful prophetic hymn, he assured the king and 
his desponding people of prompt deliverance and omnipo- 
tent protection. The promise was fulfilled. " An angel" 
or " messenger of Jehovah" (a term sometimes applied to 
inanimate agents), probably a pestilential disease of singular 
virulence and rapidity, brought into the dust of death one 
hundred and eighty-five thousand of the army which had 
boasted itself invincible ; Hezekiah probably recovered the 
gold and silver which had been wrung from him ; and the 
insolent tyrant, the model of treachery and cruelty, fled in 
fear and shame back to his capital, there to fall by a parri- 
cidal hand. 

How great was the glory of Jehovah, and the honour con- 
ferred upon his faithful prophet, on this occasion ! But 
small and transient was its effect upon a disobedient and 
perverse generation. 

A disease which appeared inevitably fatal, now attacked 
Hezekiah himself. It was probably the malignant plague 
received by infection from the Assyrian army. Isaiah was 
again honoured to announce from God the king's recovery 
and the prolongation of his life, and to confirm the predic- 
tion by a miraculous sign. But this good king was not 
prudent, and seems to have possessed but a small share of 
cautions foresight. A very ancient power was now rising 
into new importance among the Asiatic nations, and was 
soon to assert its independence of the Assyrian monarchy; 
the Babylonians, reinforced by the settlement in their terri- 
tory of a fierce and warlike nation of northern mountaineers, 
the Chaldeans. From them an embassy came, probably 
with insidious intentions, but professedly to congratulate 
the king of Judah on his wondrous deliverance. The simple 
king, flattered by this attention, treated the foreigners with 
immoderate complaisance ; and, as if he had determined to 
make them spies if they were not already such, he displayed 
to them his treasures of every kind, he led them through his 
' palaces, his offices of government, his arsenals, his fortifica- 
tions, add he shewed them the magnificent temple which 
was the glory of his land. For this extreme folly and cri- 
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minal vanity, the prophet bore to Hezekiah a message from 
God of a very mournful description. At the same time, it 
must be remembered that this sin of the sincere though iron 
perfect man was not the sole, nor the principal, procuring 
cause of the predicted judgment. That cause lay in the 
vast multitude, the numerous aggravations, and the accu- 
mulation through centuries, of the disobedience, the abuse 
of divine privileges ; the apostacies, idolatries, and manifold 
superstitions ; the unbridled licentiousness and the flagrant 
impieties of the whole nation. But Hezekiah' 8 sin and folly 
furnished the immediate occasion of the judgment : his hand 
was weak, but it struck the spark which sprung the mine. 
A friendly relation with the Assyrio-Chaldaean government 
was indeed established ; but one of its results was, that the 
excellent king Josiah, near ninety years afterwards, fell a 
sacrifice to the inauspicious connexion, — a loss irreparable 
to his falling country. In a few years more, the awful cala- 
mity arrived. Under the mighty Nebuchadnezzar, Judah was 
conquered and made a vassal-kingdom; a first, a second, 
and a third deportation took place of the unhappy Jews, 
from the beloved land of their fathers to the Babylonish 
gates of brass and bars of iron ; and the terrible destruction 
was at last effected, of Jerusalem and the temple and all the 
glory of the land. 

Throughout the whole period of his prophetic office, and 
particularly the reign of Hezekiah, Isaiah was actively en- 
gaged in the affairs which we have mentioned. Numerous 
were the messages which he brought from God ; messages 
of mercy and of judgment ; instructions, commands, reproofs, 
promises, invitations, and prophecies. Those prophecies 
respected the history, near and remote, of not only Judah 
and Israel, but of the nations of Moab and Ammon, the 
Edomites, the Syrians, the Philistines, the Tyrians, the 
Egyptians and Ethiopians, the Assyrians, the Chaldeeans, 
and the united nations of Media and Persia. In particular, 
the prophet predicts in the most lively colours the Chaldaean 
invasion, with all its dreadful consequences ; the disconso- 
late state of the captives, wandering by the streams of Baby- 
lon, and weeping at the remembrance of Zion ; the godly 
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lorrow and deep repentance which were at length produced 
in the minds of many among them ; the fulfilling of the des- 
tined time of their captivity; the creation of the Medo- Per- 
sian monarchy ; the conquest of Babylon ; the great deliver^ 
ance by the edict of Cyrus ; the subsequent condition of the 
people ; their never again relapsing into idol&Dry ; the wide 
extension of their religion, conveying the kftcfffUdge of the 
true God very extensively in the regiorts all around, and 
making numerous proselytes from heathenism during the 
three or four then ensuing centuries ; but, above all, he was 
enabled by the inspiration of God to intersperse the most 
glorious descriptions of the Messiah, his person, incarna- 
tion, character, and doctrine; his sufferings a*d death As 
u a sacrifice for sin ; M Ms resurreetioto* and triumph orer the 
idolatry and wickedness of the world ; the dispensation of 
grace which he was to establish ; the conversion of the Gen- 
tiles, their Union with the converted Jews* and the eventual 
diffusion of the true religion over the whole earth.* 

Now, a little reflection will shew us that All these admo- 
nitions, instructions, and predictions, arose, by a close and 
natural association of facts And ideatf, out of the personal 
circumstances of Isaiah, his public relations, and the con- 
nexion of his prophetic office with both the near and the far 
distant futurity* It appears, therefore, to follow by a plain 
necessity, that one of the first steps to a just understanding 
of his writings, is to place ourselves, as much as possible, 
in the same position, to stand in his place, and to contem- 
plate the whole circle of events, whether present or predict- 
ed, from his point of view. 

The prophet Isaiah has been selected as an example, and 
it is the best and most complete in our power to adduce : 
but the principle applies to all the prophets ; and therefore 
we must act upon the rule in every instance, so far as the 
Writings of each prophet in particular, and the information 
to be derived from other parts of Scripture, may bring the 
materials into Our possession. 



* See Note E. 
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Rule II. It is important to distribute the matter con- 
tained in each prophetic book, with care and accuracy, 
into those portions which the nature of every subject 
demands. 

With the exception of some of the smaller ones, each of 
the Books of the Prophets comprises a number of parts, 
complete in themselves, distinct from the others, delivered 
at different times, and connected with different circum- 
stances of occasion or reference. These portions, some ju- 
dicious critics have denominated Oracles : perhaps the term 
Declarations would' be preferable. In our modern Bibles, 
however, they stand before us in a continuity which is often 
not broken by even the division into chapters and verses. 
That division is a comparatively modern work, and has un- 
happily been made with a frequent disregard to the propriety 
of sense and connexion. It happens not seldom that one 
Prophecy is arbitrarily cut into several chapters, though, in 
order "to a comprehension of its meaning, it ought to be read 
at once : while, in other cases, the same chapter groups to- 
gether several Prophecies or Declarations which are per- 
fectly independent of each other. It is highly important, 
therefore, to ascertain, by careful perusal, the commence- 
ment and termination of every distinct portion, and to con- 
nect it with the events from which its occasion was derived, 
or to which its object had reference. * 

Rule III. We must use all the means that are proper, 
for securing the just interpretation of the words and 
sentences in which the declarations of prophecy are 
conveyed. 

This is, indeed, a rule of the very first importance with 
regard to every part of the divine word. Its obligation 
arises out of the very nature of a revelation from God. If 
be has made known to us his will of wisdom, authority, and 
grace, it is surely our first duty to receive that notification 
in the sense and meaning really intended by its Blessed Au- 
thor. This is what the Scriptures solemnly call " The 
mincj erf the Spirit." Is it not self-evident that, if we take 
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up any other thing instead of this, we are depriving our- 
selves of the benefits which it was intended to convey, and 
we are putting a wrong imputation upon the Adorable God ? 
But, if an attention to this rule be necessary with regard to 
every other part of scripture, it is surely not less imperative 
in application to the prophetic parts. Indeed we may, 
without exaggeration, say that, in this department, it is of 
weightier importance than in any other : for, if we misun- 
derstand one or more passages in relation to some fact or 
doctrine, command or promise, the error may possibly ex- 
tend no farther than to the particular instance \ the doc- 
trine or principle may be fully established by other evidence, 
and all the harm may be an application of an inefficient 
proof to that which is adequately proved already. But an 
error, committed in the interpretation of a prophecy, will 
almost inevitably lead to results vitally and permanently er- 
roneous 5 and, whatever talent, ingenuity, and labour, may 
be bestowed upon it, will be worse than thrown away. Such 
a case may be compared to that of a man proposing a jour- 
ney to a given place, but who takes a wrong road : the more 
he fatigues himself and the faster he travels, the farther he 
gets from the proper point. 

A chief duty, therefore, of one who would interpret the 
prophetic word, is to secure a correct understanding, first of 
the words and pirases used by the author, and then of the 
signification intended by the combining of terms in sen- 
tences and paragraphs. Here a regard to truth compels me, 
though reluctantly, to say, that the safe interpreter must not 
depend upon the common, though generally excellent, trans- 
lations of the Prophecies. He must be able to read the 
original record, with the competent measure of philological 
skill ; or he must be furnished with such critical versions 
and elucidations as merit ample confidence, and all that he 
can collect of these must be compared together with labo- 
rious patience. The idioms of the language in general, the 
expressions peculiar to each sacred writer, those which are 
characteristic of a particular age, those which indicate a lo- 
cality or office or relation, and every thing that belongs to 
grammatical criticism,— must be well understood, and ap- 
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plied with sound judgment. By these means, the true sense 
of every expression, and the continuity of sentiment in each 
paragraph, must be faithfully ascertained, consistently pre- 
served, and never allowed to slip out of -sight. 

Rule IV. We must separate the matter which is actual 
prophecy, from all other matter which may be inter- 
woven with it. 

In the books of the prophets, there are large portions 
which are not prophetic. We frequently find in them re- 
citals of historical events and remarks upon those events, 
descriptions of persons and their conduct, most admirable 
delineations of character, religious teaching and moral pre- 
cepts, arguments and pathetic exhortations against sin, 
earnest exhortations to holiness, and the most heart-touch- 
ing utterance of devotion, poured forth from sanctified 
minds, under a great variety of circumstances, afflictive or 
joyous, unto " the Lord God of the holy prophets." I 
may also here remind my hearers of the remark made be- 
fore, that even promises and threatenings, when they are 
of that general and spiritual kind which constitute the sanc- 
tions of God's moral government, do not come within the 
range of prophecy. All such portions of composition as 
these, inserted in those parts which are really prophetic, or 
appended to them, must be cleared away ; and this work 
must be performed with serious carefulness, watching against 
all prejudice and precipitancy, and in the exercise of an en- 
lightened and truly sanctified judgment. Those who have 
not before studied the writings of the prophets with this 
discriminative attention, will probably be surprised to find 
how very little there is, in some of those writings, that is 
actually prophetic. The neglect of this observation has be- 
trayed many well-intentioned persons into deplorable errors 
and extravagant speculations. They have assumed that to 
be prophecy, which was quite another form of composition ; 
and they have therefore drawn such conclusions as could be 
sustained only by arbitrary meanings put upon other pas- 
sages, or by visionary ideas with regard to actual events. 

Let it also be ever recollected, that the portions thus de- 
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tached, as not being prophetic, are not, on that account, di- 
vested of their importance. They are, equally with any 
prophecy, of divine inspiration and authority ; and, speaking 
generally, they are of still greater utility for the purposes 
of religious instruction. They include numerous and most 
awakening addresses to the unconverted, affecting descrip- 
tions of their guilt and just condemnation, remonstrances and 
exhortations, promises of mercy, invitations to the highest 
bliss, precepts of duty, recognitions of doctrine, consolations 
to the sincere servants of God under their afflictions, and 
exercises of the purest devotion. In short, they are more 
directly and abundantly useful, for private and domestic edi- 
fication and in the exercise of the gospel-ministry, than the 
larger part of the prophecies can be deemed ; unless we ex- 
cept the clearest and most impressive of predictions, those 
which refer to our Lord Jesus Christ and the blessings of 
his kingdom. 

Rule V. We should be particularly attentive to the 
fact, that the real prophecies are generally written in 
the highest style of poetry ; with the most vivid imagery, 
the boldest figures, excursive descriptions, large di- 
gressions and episodes, and all the peculiarities of 
poetical composition. 

This is a fact perfectly well known to those who have 
investigated this class of subjects : but it is probable that 
many excellent persons, serious and devout readers of the 
Scriptures, are not sufficiently attentive to it. Poetical lan- 
guage has principles and rules of interpretation peculiar to 
itself, arising out of the nature of figurative diction, and fa- 
miliar to all who read genuine poetry with taste and judg- 
ment By this fact, therefore, the interpretation pf all the 
poetical parts of scripture must be greatly influenced ; hut 
none in so high a degree and to so vital an effect, as the wrtr 
tings of the prophets. It is one of the necessary conse- 
quences of this circumstance in the prophetic style, that the 
events which are objects of prediction, are not described in 
proper and simple terms, the language of plain narrative $md 
ordinary use, but in figures and tropes, chiefly Metaphors ; 
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and these are usually of great strength and vehemence, or 
remarkable for their picturesque beauty. They are derived 
from all the sources of poetic imagery; and particularly 
from the occupations, rural, civil, and military, of the people 
to whom they were delivered ; from their history ; and from 
all the beauty and majesty of nature in a mountainous and 
maritime country. 

I beg leave to cite a few examples, for the purpose of 
illustration, and in order to shew the absolute necessity of 
divesting this beautiful form of language of all the figures 
and imagery with which it is enrobed, in order to arrive at 
the plain meaning : for, to bring out this plain meaning is 
the sole object of every process of interpretation. 

Afflictions and distresses, especially those which* as judg- 
ments from God, were to fall upon the Jews or other wicked 
nations, are described thus s " Deep calleth unto deep, at 
the noise of thy water-spouts : all thy waves and thy bil- 
lows are gone over me-— Shall not the land tremble for this, 
and every one mourn that dwelleth therein ? Shall it not all 
swell up, like a stream ; and burst forth, and be submerged, 
like the stream of Egypt ?— The fishes of the sea, and the 
fowls of the heaven, and the beasts of the field, and all the 
reptiles that crawl upon the earth, and all the men that are 
upon the face of the earth, shall shake at my presence : and 
the mountains shall be thrown down, and the towers shall 
fell, and every wall shall fall to the ground.— -I will cause 
the sun to go down at noon, and I will darken the earth in 
the clear day. — When I extinguish thee, I will cover the 
heaven and make the stars thereof dark : I will cover the 
sun with a cloud, and the moon shall not give her light : all 
the bright luminaries of heaven will I darken over thee, and 
I will set darkness upon thy land. — I beheld the earth ; and 
lol it was without form and void; and the heavens, and 
they had no light : I beheld the mountains ; and lo ! they 
shook, and all the bills trembled ; I beheld, and lo ! there 
was no man ; and all the birds of the heaven were fled : I 
beheld, and lo ! the fruitful land was a desert, and all its 
cities in ruins ; from the presence of Jehovah, from the pre- 
sence of his glowing anger.— The stars of heaven and the 
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constellations thereof shall not give their light: the sun 
shall be darkened in his going forth, and the moon shall not 
cause her light to shine. — The earth shall quake before 
them, the heavens shall tremble, the sun and the moon 
shall be dark, and the stars shall withdraw their shining. — 
I will shew wonders in the heavens, and in the earth ; blood 
and fire and pillars of smoke : the sun shall be turned into 
darkness, and the moon into blood.— From Jehovah of hosts 
shalt thou be visited, with thunder and earthquake and a 
great sound, with storm and tempest and the flame of de- 
vouring fire.— All the host of heaven shall be dissolved, 
and the heavens shall be rolled together as a scroll ; and all 
their host shall fall down as the leaf falleth off from the vine, 
and as a withered fig from the fig-tree: for my sword 
shall be bathed in heaven."* 

In these passages and others resembling them, great oc- 
currences effected by the all-governing providence of God 
in the calamities and revolutions of nations, are depicted by 
the most dreadful convulsions of nature, by even the actual 
dissolution of the visible world : and those very events have, 
all taken place ages ago. Yet how many persons understand 
these images literally, when they find them in these or other 
places of scripture 1 How many are in the habit of quoting 
those passages, in ways which imply a meaning and applica- 
tion exceedingly remote from their genuine design 1 What 
wild and vain theories have been hence engendered, utterly 
destructive, in principle and example, of all sobriety in Bible- 
Interpretation ! This is not a trifling evil. It is preg- 
nant with injuries to the cause of scriptural knowledge and 
practical edification. It encourages among Christians a 
widely prevailing practice of reading the Scriptures with 
little attention, and of applying detached passages in senses 
entirely foreign to their proper meaning : it is hostile to the 
reception of correct sentiments in religion and in relation to 
the works of God : it leads men to overlook the constant 
operation of the Most High in the government of the uni- 

• Ps. xlii. 7 \ Amos viii. 8 ; Ezek. xxxviii. 20 ; Amos viii. 9 ; Ezek. 
xxxii. 7, 8 ; Jer. iv. 23—26; Joel ii. 10, 30, 31 $ Is. xxix. 6, xxxiv. 4. 
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verse, and to be vainly speculating upon miraculous inter- 
ventions : and it furnishes weapons of deadly virulence to 
the enemies of the gospel, by enabling them to adduce ab- 
surd and demonstrably impossible notions as if they were 
the declarations of the Bible. What must be the effect upon 
minds possessing some knowledge of the natural arrange* 
ments of Jehovah's works, but deplorably ignorant of the 
moral system, (and, alas ! there are many such in all ranks 
of society,) if they suppose that a part of the faith of evan- 
gelical Christians consists in believing that the sky will one 
day be rolled up like a scroll of parchment, and the hea- 
venly bodies drop down upon the earth !— O permit me, my 
respected friends, and you, my honoured brethren in the 
sacred ministry, most earnestly to implore that you would 
direct your efforts, in all public and private modes of com- 
municating truth, to the rooting out of these pernicious 
forms of ignorance !— No language can describe the ruin to 
the souls of young and educated persons, and the dishonour 
to the sacred cause of Revelation, that has accrued from 
its professed advocates misrepresenting the contents of 
that revelation, and leaving it to be inferred that any of 
them are at variance with the demonstrated truths of 
science. 

I proceed to adduce some further specimens of the poeti- 
cal diction which was so often used by the prophets, 
trusting that the importance of the subject and the utility 
of the enumeration will make my apology for its tedious- 
ness. 

The interpositions of divine providence and grace, in deli- 
vering from dangers and restoring from calamities, are de- 
scribed in such terms as the following : " Then the earth 
shook and trembled : the foundations also of the hills moved 
and were shaken, because he was wroth. There went up 
a smoke out of his nostrils, and fire out of his mouth de- 
voured : coals were kindled by it. He bowed the heavens 
also, and came down : and darkness was under his feet. 
And he rode upon a cherub, and did fly : yea, he did fly upon 
the wings of the wind. He made darkness his secret place: 
his pavilion round about him were dark waters and thick 



30 



clouds of the skies. At the brightness that was before him 
his thick clouds passed, hail stones and coals of fire. The 
Lord also thundered in the heavens, and the highest gave his 
voice; hail stones and coals of fire. Yea, he sent out 
his arrows and scattered them ; and he shot out light- 
nings, and discomfited them. Then the channels of the 
waters were seen, and the foundations of the .world were 
discovered, at thy rebuke, O Lord, .at the blast of the 
breath of thy nostrils. — He rebuketh the sea and maketh 
it dry, and parcheth up all the rivers: Bashan lan- 
guished), and Carmel; and the bloom of Lebanon wi- 
thereth. The mountains tremble before him, and the hills 
are melted down ; and the earth is bulged up at his pre- 
sence, even the world and all that dwell therein.— Before 
him went the plague, and the burning pestilence stalked 
forth at his feet: He stood and measured the earth, he 
looked and drove asunder the nations; and the eternal 
lountains were shivered ; the everlasting hills sunk down ; 
the everlasting ways are his. — Thou cleavest the earth into 
rivers : the mountains beheld thee, and they trembled : 
the rush of waters passed by: the deep uttered .his voice 
and lifted up his hands on high: the sun, the. moon, stood 
still, its habitation : at the light of thine arrows they went 
onwards, at the shining . of thy glittering spear. — And his 
feet shall stand, in that day, upon the mount of Olives, which 
is in front of Jerusalem on the east : and .the mount of Olives 
shall be deft, in the midst thereof, eastwards and west- 
wards ; a valley very great : and half the mountain 6hall 
remove northwards and half southwards."* 

The joy of a nation's deliverance from, captivity and op- 
pression is expressed in . sueh language as this: "The 
» whole «arth is .at rest and is quiet: they break forth into 
singing. Yea, the fir-trees rejoice at thee, the cedars, of Le- 
banon, saying, Since thou art lallen, no one cometh up 
against ua to hew us down.— *-I caused Lebanon! to mourn for 
.him ; and all- the trees of the field fainted for hini. I made 
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• Ps. xviii. 7— 15 j Nah. i,4, 5j Hftb, iii..£, <v 10, 11; Zech. xiv. 4. 
See Note F. 
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nations shudder at the sound of his fall, when Least him 
down to the dark world with those that go down to the pit : 
and all the trees of Eden, the choicest and best of Leba- 
non, all [that imbibe water, shall be comforted in the land 
below/** 

A state of peace, security, and social felicity, particularly 
that which arises from the influence of the gospel upon man- 
kind, is represented by this beautiful imagery : f( Is it not 
yet a very little while, and Lebanon shall be turned into 
a delightful orchard, and the delightful orchard be es- 
teemed as a forest. -•— The wilderness and the solitary place 
shall be glad for them ; and the desert shall rejoice and blos- 
som as the rose. It shall blossom abundantly and rejoice, 
even with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be 
given unto it, the beauty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall 
see the glory of Jehovah, the beauty of our God. — In the 
wilderness shall waters break out, and streams in the desert. 
The burning sands shall become a lake of water, and the 
thirsty ground water-springs : in the dwelling of dragons, 
their very couch, shall be grass with canes and rushes. — 
The mountains shall distil new wine, and the hills shall 
flow with milk, and all' the rivulets of Judah shall be full of 
water ; and a fountain shall go forth out of the house of 
Jehovah, and shall water the valley of Shittim. — The moun- 
tains and the hills shall break forth before you into singing, 
and all the trees of the field ' shall clap their hands. Instead 
of the thorn shall come up the fir-tree ; and instead of the 
heath shall come up the myrtle. — The glory of Lebanon 
shall come unto thee, the fir-tree, the plane, and the box- 
tree together. — Jehovah of hosts will make unto all nations, 
in this mountain, a feast of fat things, a feast of old wines ; 
of fet things fall of marrow, of old wines well refined.— The 
wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie 
down with the kid ; and the calf and the young lion and the 
fatted calf together, and a little child shall lead them : and the 
cow and the she- bear shall feed together, together shall 
their young ones lie down : and the lion shall eat straw like 



• Is. xiv. 7, 8 ; Ez. xxxi. 15, 16. 



99 

the ox : and the sucking infant shall play on the hole of the 
asp, and the just weaned child shall put his hand into the 
den of the horned viper: they shall not do mischief nor 
make destruction in all my holy mountain, saith Jehovah. — 
The light of the moon shall be as the light of the sun ; and 
the light of the sun shall be sevenfold, as the light of seven 
days. — The sun shall be no more thy light by day, neither 
for brightness shall the moon give light unto thee : — thy sun 
shall no more go down, neither shall thy moon withdraw 
itself'* 

Such is the beauty and grandeur of the poetical style in 
which the Author of inspiration directed the holy prophets 
often to clothe their messages ; a style exceedingly condu- 
cive to the moral effect of prophecy, and by no means diffi- 
cult to be understood. It paints with all the freshness of 
nature, and speaks to the understanding through the best 
use of the senses and affections. Common intelligence, 
simplicity of heart, and a mind sincerely desirous of know- 
ing the dictates of heaven, will rarely feel any difficulty in 
the interpretation of such figures : but persons of weak judg- 
ment and arbitrary fancy, destitute of any correct principles 
for the interpretation of language, especially in its ancient 
and more unusual forms, and having to support theories of 
their own deeply tinctured with the colour of worldly poli- 
tics and external violence, please themselves with literal ap- 
plications of these descriptions in aid of their fond prognos- 
tications.f <• 

Rule VI. It is further requisite r in order to the judi- 
cious interpretation of the prophetic scriptures, that 



• Is. xxxiii. 17, xxxv. 1, 2, 6, 7; Joel iv. 18; Is. lv. 12, 13, be. 13, 
xxv. 6, xi. 6—9, and lxv. 25, xxx. 26, be. 19, 20. 

f Upon this extensive and interesting subject, I would earnestly re- 
commend the study of Bishop Lowth's Pr&tecthnes de SacrA Poeti He- 
brtBorum. Those who cannot read the original work will find the late 
Dr. George Gregory's Translation well worthy of their study. Either 
would be an admirable assistance to a course of liberal education, as a 
book of instruction in Rhetoric and Poetry, besides its pre-eminent use- 
fulness for the understanding of the divine word. 
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' We should hare the mind furnished with a correct and 
habitually recollected knowledge of the history of Israel 
and Judab, and the nations with which they were 
connected. 

I may hope that the necessity of this attainment is suffi- 
ciently evident, from the facts and considerations which hare 
been already laid down. The obvious method of acquiring 
it, is the study of the Old-Testament historical books, and 
of the statements, hints, and implications that are to be dis- 
covered in the prophetical writings themselves. By such an 
investigation and comparison, conducted with minute obser- 
vation and great diligence, a flood of light is often thrown 
upon portions of prophecy, in a manner remarkably unex- 
pected and satisfactory. The want of this knowledge has 
led some professed interpreters into pernicious mistakes. 
Even mere descriptions of contemporaneous events, and 
predictions which have had their accomplishment many ages 
ago, in the history of the Hebrews, Edomites, Moabites, Am- 
monites, Egyptians, Assyrians, Chahteans, and some other 
ancient nations, are, by these ignorant or unthinking teach- 
ers, applied, without scruple or modification, to spiritual ob- 
jects, the doctrines of the gospel, the experience of indi- 
vidual believers, the history of the Christian Church, and 
even the present state and future destiny of modern nations. 
What confusion of ideas, abuses of the sacred word, and 
hurtful consequences to faith and practice, must flow from 
this source, is abundantly obvious. Yet I may venture to 
bring an instance or two, for the sake of illustration. 

In the sixteenth chapter of Isaiah we read, "Send ye the 
lamb to the ruler of the land, from Sela to the wilderness, 
unto the mount of the daughter of Zion." Persons have 
been found who, not troubling themselves to search into the 
occasion and connexion of the passage, and casting only a 
superficial glance at a few insulated words, have supposed 
that this " lamb' 1 is the Saviour, considered as the atoning 
sacrifice for the sins of men ; and that the passage is a com- 
mand to " send" the knowledge of that important truth, to 
make known the doctrine of salvation through the propitia- 
tion of Jesus Christ, to rulers and subjects, to men of all 
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kfc and in all etastttaatftneest This is * duty, unque&tion- 
aMy, of the highest obligation : bat it is not the topic of the 
prophet here. A tittle examination would hare brought to 
light these facts. The nation of Moab, which had been 
generally hostile to that of Israel, had been rendered tribu- 
tary by David. Tbifr tribute, in the separation of the tribes 
at the beginning of the reign of Rehobeufa, was secured, not 
to the kirtgdoih of Judab, ae would seem the most to be 
expected; but to that of Israel, whose capital was Samaria. 
The country of Moab was remarkably favourable for pastur- 
age. The tribete was settled to be " one hundred thousand 
temba and one hundred thousand rams, with the wool."* 
But on the death of Abab, the king and people of Moab made 
aa effort to throw off the yoke and refused to pay the stipu- 
lated tribute. Now the passage in the pkophct is a past of * 
pathetic description of extreme distress from the invasion of 
some fierce and merciless enemy ; combined with a pre<Kc* 
tioo that die national strength of Moab should be reduced to 
* Very low state : chapters xv. and xvi. It is an address of 
desponding, perhaps ironical, advice to the Moabites, now in 
their perplexity, to renew the tribute which had been so long 
withheld, in order to obtain protection, or an asylum for the 
fugitive* : but the recommendation is to send this tribute^ 
not to the government of the Ten Tribes, which was now 
probably overwhelmed by the Assyrian power, but to the 
people add the royal house of Judah, whom they, the Moa* 
bites, had before treated with the utmost contempt and 
haughty scorn. It is observable also that the very course 
for the driving of the flocks, from the plains of Moab to 
Jerusalem,, is described with geographical exactness.f 

As another illustration, I may mention a passage Of the 
same prophet (chap. xxxiSL 7) •' " The ambassadors of 
peace shall weep bitterly." This has been adduced as a. 
description o! the distress which ministers of the gospel, the 
messengers of revealed mercy, have so much reason to feel 
in contemplating the small measure of success which they 
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obtain in tfcrir endeavours to bring men to salvation* Just 
tad itriportant as is this sentiment, it is perfectly alien from 
the real sense of the passage. It is a ckuse in a picturesque 
description of the universal consternation which filled the 
nation of Judah, when Sennacherib was entering it, with' hitt 
irresistible army, spreading desolation all artiund. Heze- 
fciah, as we have before remarked, had paid an enorraotfS 
fine, as the penalty for his endeavour to free his country 
from the yoke of tribute, and in order to buy off the threat- 
ening conqtrerer from his menaced invasion* For this con- 
sideration, Sennacherib had entered into a treaty of peaces 
But no sooner had he received this vast sum of tariney, thart 
he avowed his unprincipled and treacherous purpose, and 
gave orders for the march of his troops into the helplesi 
territory. Hefcekiah's ambassadors, cadled alto "vfettawt 
ones/' since tfiey were probably officers of rtfnk, the swfatf 
perhaps who had negociated the treaty* and who might 
have been sent again to remonstrate with the proud Assy- 
rian, finding that he had neither clemency nor honour^ and 
that their mission was utterly unsuccessful, returned to 
Jerusalem and reported their failure with the most passion- 
ate emotions of grief and despair : and this state of things is 
thus described by the prophet : " Behold ! their valiant ones 
cry without ; the ambassadors of peace weep bitterly ; the 
highways lie waste 5 the wayfaring man ceaseth 5 he" (Sen- 
nacherib) " hath broken the covenant, he hath despised the 
cities, he regarded* no man/ 9 

Examples of such false interpretations, which have un- 
happily obtained popular currency, might be multiplied j 
but, for the purpose of caution, these may be sufficient. Is 
not every friend to scriptural religion bound to do all in his 
power for the correction and avoidance of this evil ? Is it 
not an evil which goes to the nullifying off the gitound of 
faith, the destroying of all certainty in Bible-interpretation, 
the establishing of an arbitrary principle which must lead 
ultimately either to ignorant credulity or universal scep- 
ticism? 

But, it may be asked, Are we not at liberty to take strik- 
ing passages of scripture, and apply them to new and 
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important purposes, upon a principle of accommodation? 
Permit me to answer this question by asking another : Are 
we at liberty to put any meaning upon the word of God, 
different from its own proper, designed, and genuine sense, 
as ascertained by competent investigation ? — I can only 
imagine one way in which such accommodations can be per- 
mitted by a conscientious mind; and that is the existence of 
some resemblance or analogy, either in the phraseology or 
in the sentiment, between the cases proposed. If the ana- 
logy be in the former, the citation is merely in the same 
way in which men often quote a line of poetry and apply it 
to any new occasion : yet it should be recollected that, in so 
applying a fine passage, of Virgil or Milton for instance, we 
can do no harm ; we can lead no man into error by it ; the 
new application is never supposed to have been the original 
intention of the author. But, since the Scriptures are the 
repository of God's revelation, to which all Christians justly 
look for the authoritative declarations of eternal truth and 
religious obligation, it is evidently a far more serious matter 
for us to quote scriptural passages even in an incidental 
way. It is almost certain, that most hearers and readers 
will imagine that the transient citation, or the felicitous 
allusion, is mentioned as evidence in the particular respect 
for which it is adduced. To say the least, therefore, we 
ought not to indulge in this practice without taking especial 
care to guard against being misapprehended. 

In the other case supposed, that of an analogy of senti- 
ment, I humbly conceive that there is a perfectly safe and 
legitimate way in which we may proceed. Perhaps there 
are not in Scripture any recitals of fact, or traits of charac- 
ter, or precepts or other declarations given under specific 
circumstances, which, on due consideration, are not most 
truly to be regarded as Cases of some general Principle; 
particular instances under some one great class of doctrinal 
truth, or moral reasoning, or the conduct of the divine dis- 
pensations. We can, therefore, from the particular instance, 
ascend to the general principle ; and, that principle, being 
established by its own evidence, we can bring it down to any 
new case which appears to fall within its range. 
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For example : we may take Isaiah xxxiii, 14, " The 
Binners in Zion are afraid, fearfulness hath surprised the 
hypocrites : Who among us shall dwell with the devouring 
fire? Who among us shall dwell with everlasting burn- 
ings?" The connexion refers to the deliverance of the. 
pious Hezekiah and his people, who trusted in God, from 
their Assyrian invaders and from the machinations of the 
traitorous and heathenishly- inclined party at home. 
Against them the judgments of heaven are denounced, in 
verses 1 1 and 1 2, under the frequent figure of " devouring 
fire:" and in this passage the detected faction, upon the 
defeat of their projects and the discovery of their treasons* 
are described as stricken with terror and despair. Here, 
then, is a single instance under a general class ; and it illus- 
trates a Principle, namely, the certainty of Diviue Justice in 
the punishment of the impenitent and hypocritical according 
to their deserts. This universal Principle, therefore, can be 
educed, confirmed, and enforced, as equally true and equally 
claiming the regard of mankind, at all times and under all 
varieties of circumstance. If those enemies to their country 
had so much reason to be afraid, what dread should possess 
rebels and traitors against the law and the gospel of God ? 
The prophet immediately proceeds to declare the security of 
the righteous, in the midst of the judgments which fell upon 
the wicked : and thus he supplies us with an exemplification 
of another great principle in the moral government of God* 
which we can safely apply to the widest extent. 

I may be allowed to take up another instance. In chapter 
i. 2 — 17, the same prophet draws a picture of the prevailing 
corruption of the Jewish nation under the reign of Ahaz ; 
the licentiousness of the princes, the avarice and oppressive- 
ness of the higher orders, the general depravity of all ranks, 
and the hypocrisy with which they performed the services 
of the temple. He then exhorts them to a change of mind 
and conduct, and adds ; " Come now, and let us reason 
together, saith the Lord : though your sins be as scarlet, 
they shall be white as snow ; though they be red like crim- 
son, they shall be as wool." Here, then, we have a deter- 
mined case, an illustrative instance: it leads us up to a 
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principle : and from thai principle we can argue to all analo- 
gous cases. If those corrupt magistrates, bad they returned 
to the exercise of impartial juBtice and fulfilling the duties of 
their station ; if the wicked princes and people, had they 
reformed their conduct; would have been delivered from the 
threatened punishments of the Assyrian and other inva- 
sions, and from the more remotely impending ruin of the 
Chaldean conquest— we may safely infer that the vilest 
sinners, if they turn from their sins with true repentance 
and cordially embrace the offers of divine mercy in the gos- 
pel of Christ, shall certainly obtain deliverance from their 
guilt and misery. 

I have trusted to the candid indulgence of my hearers, in 
producing these examples, in order to shew that we can 
never be under a necessity, and should never yield to the 
temptation, to give untrue interpretations of any part of 
God's most sacred word, in order to have materials for any 
kind of religious exhortation. We may make striking allu- 
sions, and may avail ourselves of forcible and pungent scrip- 
ture-expressions, to as great an extent as any faithful 
preacher can wish ; and yet not sacrifice the genuine mean- 
ing. That genuine meaning we should always make clear : 
it is u the mind of the Spirit :" let us not have the pre- 
sumption to think that we can improve it: but when, ae 
will usually be the fact, it is found to involve some 
great and general principle, let us enforce that principle in 
all its variety of application " for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness/' 

Rulh VII. It is necessary to acquire an accurate ac- 
quaintance with the nature, sources, extent, and mean- 
ing of the emblematic imagery used by the prophets. 

In forming the language of prophecy, the Divine Spirit 
was pleased to make use of symbols, or emblematical resem- 
blances, as the representatives of persons, offices, communi- 
ties, and remarkable states of persons or affairs. These are 
constructed upon a systematical plan, the same image ordi- 
narily referring to the same object ; so that they form what 
we may call the Vocabulary of Prophecy. They are de- 
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riv^A from various eonvaea, but generally from the most 
fomitiar and impressive objects in natural scenery: and 
fcome, which are more artificial and therefore more difficult 
to be understood, appear to have beep draw* from the same 
origin as the hieroglyphics of the ancient Persian* and Egyp- 
tians. This latter kind is chiefly to be found in those of the 
prophet^ who lived in the Babylonish captivity, especially 
Ezekiel, Daniel, and Zechariah. 

To explain more clearly what J mean, and to awaken the, 
attention, especially pf studious young persons, to thjs part 
of qpt subject, I shall mention some examples. The great 
olyects in nature, namely, the heavenly bodies, mountains 
and hill?, lofty tree§, particularly the cedars of Lebanon ?rod 
the oaks pf Bashan, signify kings and conquerors, prince^ 
and nqbles ; plains and lower grounds, branches and under- 
wood, and the land or earth put generally, represent the 
nqass-of a peoples the daughter of any state or city denotes 
its inhabitants, with an especial reference to the non-militant 
part of the population : savage, animals are put for tyrants 
and oppressors ; shepherds, in many places of our version 
rendered pastors, signify the kings and infly,mtial men of 
Israel or Judah : a horn signifies authority : a rod, the exer- 
cise of authority : earthquakes, tempests, eclipses, the dis- 
solution of the earth and the heavens, and all things falling 
into the primitive chaos, represent invasions, conquests, revo- 
lutions, and great national convulsions. 

Ignorance or inattention to the system of emblems of 
which these are a specimen, has led wwy professed inter- 
preters of prophecy into lamentable mistakes, particularly in 
their attempts to explain the highly- wrought and innate 
imagery of the Book of Revelation. It becomes up to gn*i*i 
moat carefully against this source of error** 

■ ^— ■ ; ' [ 

f On tfads subject valuable information may be derived from bewtfe's 
PrtoUctione* generally, and his Notes on his Translation of Isaiah, parti- 
cularly on ch. ii. 13 — 16 ; Dr. $mith% of Campbelton, Summary View 
af the Prophets; the later editions of Mr. HartweU Home's Introduction 
to the Holy Scriptures ; Mr. Carpenter's Popular introduction to the Study 
of the Holy Scriptures; and Mr. Lit/child's Help to the Beating of the 
Mtiy Scriptures. 
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Rvlb VIII. Different portions of the same prophet, or 
of different prophets, which refer to the same subject, 
should be brought together, diligently compared, their 
agreements or apparent disagreements carefully noted, 
and the interpretation of each adjusted by the mutual 
illustration of the whole. 

For instance : In the dying prophecies of Moses (Deut. 
xxviii.— xxxii.) are to be found the elements of explanation 
for a very large portion of the writings of the latter prophets. 
Abundant elucidations may be obtained by comparing those 
parts of Isaiah and Jeremiah which respect Moab, Egypt, 
and Babylon ; Isaiah and Ezekiel respecting Tyre ; Obadiah 
with Isaiah, Ezekiel, and others, concerning the Edomites ; 
Jeremiah and Ezekiel concerning the state of the Jews in 
the captivity, and the mercies and chastisements attending 
their restoration ; Haggai and Zechariah, upon the state of 
the Jews in the first period of their return from the Babylo- 
nish bondage; and, above all, those of the prophets who 
supply any prediction respecting the Messiah, his work of 
salvation, the blessings of his kingdom, the character of his 
subjects, and the extension of his reign through the whole 
earth. * 

• Rule IX. We must not judge of the reality or importance 
of any topic of prophecy by either the brevity or the 
copiousness of the space which it occupies. 

The mere fact of length or shortness, in any book of the 
prophets, is a circumstance not necessarily denoting a 
permanent importance. Many facts connected with the state 
of the ancient Jews and the nations around, were to them of 
great relative interest, and therefore occupy a large space 
in the pages of the prophetic scriptures. But those exterior 
nations have long ago ceased to exist. They and the pre- 
dictions which referred to them, and the accomplishment of 
those predictions, are now matter of long-past history ; valu- 
able for the lessons of religious truth and moral instruction 
which we may learn from them, but by no means of impor- 
tance comparable to the often short paragraphs and even 
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abrupt fragments which refer to the Messiah and his glori- 
ous work, the redemption of mankind. 

With respect also to the Messiah, it requires our observa- 
tion, that the prophecies respecting his kingdom, its exten- 
sion and duration, and the happiness of his innumerable sub- 
jects throughout the world, are in a much greater proportion 
than those which describe his humiliation to sufferings and 
his dreadful death. The reason, of this we may probably 
derive from the circumstances of the people to whom the 
prophecies were addressed. A chief design of those gracious 
communications was to console the people of God, under 
their calamities and sorrows, by bright pictures of the hap- 
piness which, should be enjoyed under the reign of the Mes- 
siah: evidently, therefore, it was mure suitable to that design- 
to dwell more copiously upon " the glories which should 
follow," than upon the awful and distressing scenes which 
were to precede and accompany the great propitiation. 

Rule X. It is our duty to acquire a just conception of 
the designs of prophecy. 

We should greatly err if we imagined that the system of 
prophecy had only one design : its objects were perhaps 
more numerous than we can assign, but I venture to lay 
down some which appear to be of the greatest importance. 

L To afford a decisive proof of the existence, perfections, 
and government, of the One. and Only God. 

It is not easy for us, in our favoured circumstances of 
religious knowledge, to have a sufficiently high conception 
of the importance which belonged to this object in the early 
ages of the world, and in all the periods of the Israelitish 
history. But let us, as vividly as we can, place ourselves 
in the situation of the ancient Hebrews : a small people, dis- 
tinguished by peculiarities which made them objects of jea- 
lousy and dislike, surrounded by nations that were generally 
hostile ; nations more numerous and powerful than them- 
selves, and often more rich and luxurious ; nations whose 
notions and rites of religion ministered gratification to the 
sensual appetites, and presented the strongest incentives to 
pride and ambition; nations who attributed their enjoyments 
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to Ids and Otirfe, to Dagon and Ashtaroth, to Peor and 
Moloch. It was by such fascinations ai these that the irre- 
ligious, who always formed the greater part of the people of 
Israel, were so frequently drawn, aside into idolatry, and thus 
brought judicial woes upon themselves and their children. 
Hence, also, the upright and pious were exposed to the 
temptation of doubting whether Jehovah were any other 
than a limited being, one out of many other national gods, 
the protecting deity of the Hebrews ; and whether it would 
not be politic to pay occasional respect to the tutelary gods 
of other nations. It is evident, therefore, tbat it was a most 
important object to erect a powerful barrier against this con- 
stantly pressing temptation ; to provide clear and palpable 
arguments that " the gods of the heathen were vanity end a 
lie, the work of error," and that JnpovAp alone was " the 
True God, the living God, the Everlasting King.' 1 

To accomplish this grand purpose, the Voice of Prophecy 
and the Fulfilment of Prophecy were effective instruments. 

The promises given to Abraham, when published, were 
predictions; and they were fulfilled, four hundred years 
after, by the oppression of his posterity in Egypt, and fay 
their triumphant emancipation. The predictions of Moses 
were verified in the plagues of Egypt, tbat the supremacy of 
Jehovah over the gods of Pharoah and his people might be 
made manifest. Moses appealed to the Israelites, reminding 
them of " all tbat the Lord their God did for them in Egypt: 
Unto thee it was shewed, that thou mightest know that Je- « 
hoyah, he is God 5 there is none eke besides Him." * Hie 
admirable constitution given to that nation, the miraculous 
providence ever vigilant for their good, and the punishments 
which it inflicted upon their violation of the national covenant, 
rested upon the fact of a system of predictions: the protec- 
tion was promised, the chastisement was threatened, and 
both were fulfilled, by a special providence, through the long 
course of ages, according to the oonduct of this selected and 
peculiar people. In all their subsequent history, we find 
this principle in action. Their national changes ; singular 

* Deut hr. 85. 
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events regarding their government and their £ublie religion, 
and particularly the reign of David and the preservation of 
hie posterity; the captivity in Babylon and its consequences; 
and the manifold circumstance* of connexion with the neigh- 
bouring nation*,— were subjects of special and repeated pro- 
phecies. A great and declared design of the entire system 
was to explode the polytheism of the Gentiles ; to demon- 
strate the imposture of their oracles, their necromancy, ami 
all their pretences to divination ; and to erect an ever-duriag 
monument that " Jehovah, he is the God ; Jehovah* he is 
the God !"* In various passages this is expressly stated to 
have been the intention of prophecy : for instance ; u I am 
Jehovah : that is my name 5 and my glory will I not give to 
another, neither my praise to graven images. Behold 1 the 
former things are come to pass, and new things do I declare ; 
before they spring forth I tell you of them. — Thus saith 
Jehovah, the King of Israel \ and his Redeemer, Jehovah of 
hosts : I am the First, and I am the Last, and besides me 
there is no God. And who, as I, shall call ; and shall declare 
it and set it in order before me, since I appointed the ancient 
people; and the things that are coming and shall come? 
Let them shew unto them. — Have I not told you from that 
time, and declared it ? And ye are my witnesses. Is there 
a God besides me ? Yea, there is 110 Refuge. \ know there 
is none. — Remember the former things of old : for I am God, 
and there is none else ; I am God, and there is none like me. 
Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient 
times the things that are done ; saying, My counsel shall 
stand, and I will do all my pleasure. — Yea, I have spoken ; 
I will also bring it to pass ; I have purposed, I also will do 
it." t 

ii. To afford a decisive evidence, pointing out particular 
persons as the authorized messengers of God. 

Thus Samuel in his very youthful days was designated 9s 
the person by whom the communications of Jehovah to Israel 
should be renewed ; after an alarming intermission and rare- 
ness of those communications, as a judgment for the im- 



1 Kings xYiii. 39. f Isaiah xlii 8, 9, xliv. 6— 8, xlri. 9—1 1. 
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piety of the priests and the sins of the people. "The child 
Samuel ministered unto the Lord, before Eli : and the word 
of the Lord was rare in those days ; there was no enlarged 
vision.— Samuel grew 3 and the Lord was with him and suf- 
fered none of all his words to fall to the ground : and all 
Israel— knew that Samuel was accredited as a prophet of the 
Lord."* So John the Baptist was expressly marked out as 
the forerunner of the Messiah ; by the prophecies of Isaiah 
and Malachi, and by the announcement of the angel to his 
father.f But the greatest exemplification of this design of 
prophecy occurs in the case of the Lord Jesus himself. 
The angel of God who announced his birth to the highly-fa- 
voured Mary, referred to the ancient prophecies which de- 
scribed the person and work of the Messiah :J and Christ 
appealed, repeatedly and in the most solemn manner, to the 
declarations of the holy prophets as fulfilled in himself and 
declaring him to be the long-expected Saviour of mankind. 
In the synagogue at Nazareth, he read an illustrious passage 
from the prophecies of Isaiah, and said, " To-day is this 
scripture fulfilled in your ears."§ He commanded his 
hearers to "search the Scriptures" as the repository of 
testimonies concerning himself. || He protested against the 
unbelief of his enemies, as a violation of their own professed 
reverence for the ancient revelation : " Had ye believed 
Moses, ye, would have believed me, for he wrote of me."^[ 
And, as a summary of the numerous arguments from pro- 
phecy which he had employed during his general ministry, 
he said to his disciples on the day of his resurrection, 
" These are the words which I spake unto you while I was 
yet with you ; that all things must be fulfilled which have 
been written in the law of Moses and in the prophets and 
in the psalms, concerning me."** 

iii. To be a grand evidence of the reality of divine revela- 
tion. 

We can conceive no higher proof of an interposition from 

• 1 Sam. iii. 1, 19, 20. f Is. xl. 3 5 Mai. iii. 1, iv. 5. 

J Matt. i. 21—23 j Luke i. 32, 33. § Luke iv. 17—21. 
|| John v. 39. IF lb. 46. •• Luke xxiv. 44 v 
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God, than that which inevitably follows from the predictions 
in the Bible and their historical fulfilment. Every single 
instance is an independent argument : but the Prophetical 
System, a connected body of moral and physical occurrences 
subsisting in an unbroken chain, from its beginning to it? 
completion, through more than four thousand years of time, 
is such an evidence of the determinate counsel, the all-wise 
direction, and the omnipotent efficiency, of the Deity, that 
imagination cannot conceive any higher. It is no wonder, 
therefore, that against this bulwark infidelity has directed 
its utmost virulence and its mightiest efforts. But it stands 
impregnable. The state of the Jews, from the earliest times 
down to this hour, the history of the Christian Church, and 
numerous circumstances in the ancient and modern condition 
of various nations, have been so graphically portrayed in the 
rolls of Scripture Prophecy, that no eye, not blinded by the 
most determined and irrational prejudice, can fail to recog- 
nize them. On this interesting topic I need not enlarge ; 
but I would again refer to Mr. Henry Burder's Discourse 
on the " Evidence for Revelation arising from Prophecy/' 

iv. To console the people of God, under all their afflic- 
tions and sufferings, with the assurance of support and deli- 
verance, and with the prospect of the future prosperity of 
religion in the world. 

In reviewing the train of prophecies, we find that many of 
them referred to occurrences which took place during the 
life of the persons to whom they were addressed, or at*least 
of many among their contemporaries. Such were the pre- 
dictions which foretold the universal deluge ; others which 
referred to facts in the history of Abraham, Jacob, and Jo- 
seph ; the deliverance of the Israelites out of Egypt ; their 
wanderings in the deserts of Arabia; their occupancy of 
Palestine with many connected circumstances; numerous 
events mentioned in the histories of Israel and Judah ; va- 
rious events referring to the neighbouring nations, particu- 
larly Moab, Ammon, Edom, Philistia, and Tyre, of which 
we read both the prediction and the historical fulfilment in 
the books of the Prophets ; the ruin of Israel by the Assy- 
rians, and of Judah by the Babylonians ; the captivity ; the 
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the gradmd incorporation with tWe Jews of scattered indi- 
viduals and femihes out of the Ten Tribe* ; the return from 
the eaptmty ; the re-building of Jerusalem and its temple } 
and not a few events, recorded in the Gospels and Acts, re- 
torting to our Lord and his 'disciples. En all these and other 
sonefor cases, the indubitable knowledge of both the predic- 
tions and the facts which fulfilled them, must have had an 
effect upon the minds of pious persons, in the highest degree 
strengthening to their faith, determining their obedience, 
and effectually supporting them under the many tribulation? 
which they had to endure. 

But there was also another class of prophecies, the ac- 
pBshutient of which was represented as belonging to a far dis- 
tant age. Indeed, all that fall under this class may be 
justly considered as one phophbcy, disclosed "in many 
parts and in mfcny modes,"* but from the end to the beginning 
forming one symmetrical whole. This is the great promise, 
in successive unfoldings from Adam to Abraham, from Abra- 
ham to Dbvid, from David to Malachi, and from Malachi to 
Johti the Baptist, of a spiritual kingdom, founded upon an 
everlasting covenant, having the Divine Messiah for its 
Hetfd, and spreading holinesB and happiness through the 
whole earth. From this heavenly source flowed a never- 
failing stream of consolation to the faithful, under all the 
dark mysteries of providence in their own immediate situa- 
tion. With what joy did Abraham look forwards to the 
cfey of Christ, when " be beheld it and exulted !" To Da- 
vid, this was " all his salvation and all his desire," when 
overwhelmed with the moral and judicial consequences of 
his sins, the intestine criminalities and desolation of his 
bouse. It was this which spread the radiance of glory over 
the prophetic page, and formed so bright a contrast With the 
burdens of temporal woe which the prophets had to bring. 
The latter part of the Book of Isaiah, especially chapters 
ad. xlix. liv. and be, is full of this topic of encouragement, 
drawn in the most glowing colours of prophetic vision, often 
interchanging with the promises of the return from the cap- 
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tivity, bat yet sufficiently discriminated by marks which the 
New Testament has illustrated and confirmed. How must 
the downcast hearts of the pious* in those gloomy times, 
hare been cheered with these delightful pictures at that glo- 
rious future age, in which righteousness and lore, the fruits 
of the Spirit in the Messiah's reign, should flourish through 

the earth ! 

Even in our own day, much use ought to be made of both 

this great prediction, the sheet- anchor of thb worlds, 
and of subordinate prophecies which remain yet to be ful- 
filled. We are assured that the reign of Antichristian ignar 
ranee and tyranny shall have an end, " The Lord Jesus 
will consume that wicked one, with the spirit of his month 
and the brightness of his coming." All false religions shall 
be overthrown, not by human violence 6r temporal allure* 
ments, winch may make hypocrites, but cannot form believ- 
ers ; hut by the moral force of truth, the efficacy of the 
pure, and simple gospel hi the hand of the Almighty Spirit. 
The remnant of Israel will turn to the Lord, whom they hive 
so long rejected and crucified afresh. Idolatry and super- 
stition, in all their forms of infamy and cruelty, shall "pe- 
rish from the earth and from under these heavens." — What 
encouragement is hence afforded to Christian missions, and 
every scriptural effort, to diffuse the pure word and the reli- 
gion of Jesus among all the nations of men ! 

v. The chief design of prophecy was to bear testimony to 
the great Redeemer and Saviour of our fallen world. 

" The testimony of Jesus is the spirit," the very soul, 
"of prophecy/'* It is this which informs and animates the 
whole. This was the theme " of which the prophets in- 
quired and searched diligently, #ho prophesied of the grace 
that should come unto you ; searching what, or what man* 
ner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did sig- 
nify, when it testified before of the sufferings of Christ and 
the glories that should follow." The entire scheme of Old- 
Testament prophecy began with him, and with him it closed; 
or rather it was absorbed in his brightness, who was about 
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to " arise, as the ran of righteousness, with healing in his 
beams." Nor less is the whole bearing of the New-Testa- 
ment prophecies to glorify him : for he is " the Alpha and 
the Omega, the beginning and the ending, the first and the 
last ;" in the plan of providence, which commenced with 
his manifestation in the flesh ; in the methods of grace, by 
which the souls of men are brought into holy and beatify- 
ing communion with him ; and in the closing visions of the 
scriptural canon, which hold him forth to his redeemed 
church as King of kings and I/>rd of lords, taking the 
book and opening the seals, gojog forth conquering and to 
conquer, conducting to fountains of living water those who 
were washed from their sins in his blood, and who, for his 
sake, loved not their own lives, subduing the idolatrous and 
impious power which has tyrannized over the nations, 
reigning in peace and joy over the rescued world, raising 
the dead, judging the small and the great, and giving to 
every one according to his work, " He who testifieth these 
things saith, Surely I comb quickly. Amen, even so, 
come, Lord Jesus !" 

Thus, " unto Him give all the prophets witness." All 
other topics of prophecy are subordinate to this, and derive 
their chief importance from their relation to it. The most 
beautiful, sublime, and enraptured portions of the whole 
" prophetic word" are thoBe which describe this Blessed 
One ; his person and his work, his offices, his character, his 
example, his doctrine, his sufferings and death as a sacrifice 
for sin, his righteousness and strength, his authority, his ex- 
tending and triumphant reign, and the pouring out of his 
Spirit to make " the wilderness rejoice and blossom as the 
rose/' In a word, the whole Christian Dispensation, in its 
origin, progress, and consummation, is but the fulfilment of 
prophecy* 

These I have ventured to advance as the principal designs 
of the prophetic revelations. Great and momentous indeed 
they are : bright displays of the divine glory : rich provi- 
sions for the welfare of man ; nourishing faith, conferring 
the sweetest consolations, encouraging prayer, and awaken- 
ing to praise. To have our minds imbued with these De- 
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signs of Prophecy is the only way to render our studies of 
this extensive and often difficult subject profitable to on* 
souls; an exercise, not of vain curiosity, but of fervent 
piety, faith, and love; not ministering strife, but godly 
edifying. ; 

I proceed to mention briefly the two remaining advices 
which I have proposed to give. 

Rule XI. It is necessary that, in all instances, we 
should have safe criteria for the application of prophecy. 

Too much reason have we for the remark, that arbitrary, 
or at least unproved, applications of prophetic passages are 
lamentably common. The injury which they do to the 
cause of religion, or rather to the minds of those who pro- 
fess religion, is very great. False and therefore dangerous 
principles of interpretation are sanctioned ; and, by a con- 
tinued application of those principles, the whole testimony 
of scripture upon every other subject, as well as this, may 
be utterly perverted. Visionary notions are propagated and 
fallacious expectations are raised ; and, when the day of 
disappointment arrives, the blame, which belongs only to 
human presumption, is sometimes impiously thrown upon 
the word of inspiration.' Men of knowledge and good un- 
derstanding, but unhappily careless of religion and ignorant 
of its rational principles, are hardened in their unbelief; the 
cause of truth is betrayed ; and the Scriptures are exposed 
to dishonour and insult. 

Some criteria, therefore, to assist us in the application of 
scripture prophecies to particular objects,, whether persons 
or events, are evidently desirable. I humbly propose the 
following as simple, sufficient, and the only ones which ap- 
pear to me to stand upon a solid basis. 

i. The strict investigation of the terms, the connexion, 
and the historical circumstances, of any prediction ; by an 
impartial application of the Rules which I have ventured to 
lay down, particularly the first, third, fifth, sixth, and se- 
venth. 

ii. The authority of the Lord Jesus and the inspired wri- 
ters of the New Testament. 
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Thin authority for the application of predictions in the 
Old Testament to persons, facts, or doctrines under the 
New Testament, when it is clearly pronounced, must surely 
be admitted to be paramount and decisive. But two ques- 
tions arise, relative to this subject, which require attention. 

1. Is every application of an Old-Testament passage, oc- 
curring in the w/itings of the apostles and evangelists, to be 
regarded as warranting that passage to be an original and 
designed prophecy of the object to which it is thus ap- 
plied ? 

I apprehend, by no means, as a universal and unmodified 
rule : but, in relation to this topic, there are three consi- 
derations which must be carefully weighed. 

(I.) An impartial investigation of the citations occurring 
in the New Testament, often establishes a just ground of 
prophetic reference to the object to which an evangelist or 
apostle has applied it, but which ground was not before ap- 
parent. 

(2.) Some of those citations go upon the principle which 
I have attempted to explain under the sixth rule ; the ap- 
plication of a general fact or sentiment to a particular case 
which naturally falls under it. 

(3.) Others of those citations consist in adducing a maxim, 
apophthegm, or description from the Old Testament, which 
bears such a resemblance to a new fact or circumstance, that 
the affinity deserves to be especially remarked. This is no 
other than doing what speakers and writers in all ages and 
countries have done ; borrowing a line of poetry or a strik- 
ing passage of any esteemed author, which conveys in pe- 
culiarly impressive language a sentiment which is iu a pleas- 
ing or instructive manner applicable to the new occasion. 
Such felicitous citations from admired authors are made 
every day, and with excellent effect ; while neither the 
speaker nor the hearer ever once imagines that the original 
writer contemplated this new application. In the Jewish 
phraseology, such adduced passages are often said to " be 
fulfilled/' when the meauing is no more than what we 
should express by saying, This occurrence was an exem- 
plif cation of such a remark in Bacon or Locke ; or, to it 
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we wight pertinently apply such a passage in Spenser or 
Milton. 

2. The second question is, Are we warranted to attribute 
a double sense to any passages, particularly prophecies ? 

Here again! conceive that truth requires us to say, No. 
But some explanation is necessary. 

I conceive the term, double sense, to be ill chosen and 
liable to be misunderstood ; and that another expression, 
current in some circles, a literal and a spiritual sense, is still 
more improper and pernicious. That which it is our duty 
to seek after, is the true, genuine, intended sense of the word 
of God ; " the mind of the Spirit." This must be ultimately 
and essentially one : and if we are at liberty to invent a 
second sense, why not a third, or a fourth ? And would not 
• this 1 destroy all certainty in the use of language ? When 
we receive a letter on any important subject from a friend, 
we read it with a view to ascertain its meaning, to know the 
real sentiments and intention of the writer ; and, having ob- 
tained this, we are satisfied. 

But there are kinds of composition in which an apparent 
sense is presented, which every intelligent reader sees is 
only an envelope for another meaning ; and it is this other 
meaning which is the author's actual design, his one and 
true intention. These are allegories and parodies, of which 
examples are to be found in the literature of all countries ; 
and the oriental nations have been remarkably attached tp 
such forms of composition. Now, proverbs, apologues, pa- 
rables, and allegories, all falling under this class, do occur 
in the Scriptures: and not infrequently large portions of- 
the prophetical writings consist of such similitudes. In this 
way, also, use is made of the symbolical imagery treated of 
in a former part of this Discourse. But even here, I con- 
ceive that the phrase, double sense, is not a correct one ; for 
the first or superficial signification is not what the author 
intends : his true and genuine meaning is but one. 

But there was a peculiarity in the inspired writings of the 
Hebrews which could belong to no other writings ; because 
k arose out of the religious and political constitution which 
the Author of truth and God of grace was pleased to confer 

e2 
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upon them. That constitution was formed upon a principle 
of subserviency to the spiritual reign of which we have be- 
fore spoken, the progressive kingdom of the Messiah. Under 
the Israelitish constitution, Moses, Aaron, David, and the 
offices themselves of prophet, priest, and king, were types, 
that is intended resemblances, of circumstances corresponding 
in the person, the work, and the people of the Messiah. 
Hence, many descriptions occur in the prophetic parts of 
the Old Testament, which are applicable to the persons who 
are their immediate subjects, only in a partial and very im- 
perfect manner ; but which find a complete and satisfactory 
correspondence to their full meaning, in the Messiah and 
the new dispensation of which he is the Head. In the ap- 
plication of this principle, the ancient Israelitish Church is 
repeatedly asserted in the New Testament to be a designed 
representation of the Christian Church. " All these things 
happened unto them for [rtfai] ensamples. The first taber- 
nacle was [vapaPoXyf] a figure for the time then present.— The 
law had a shadow of the good things which were to come. — 
Ye are come unto the mount Zion, and unto the city of the 
living God, the heavenly Jerusalem/' * 

But I do not perceive that the application of this principle 
is the admission of a double sense. It is one sense ; it is 
one predicate or collection of predicates ; but by original 
design and construction, formed so as to be applied to two 
subjects ; to the first, by anticipation and partially, and to 
the second, in complete perfection ; the former being the 
temporary representative and introduction to the latter, f 

Rulk XII. We must not expect to derive from the study 
of Prophecy an ability to predict future events. 

This is plainly asserted in our text. Prophecy, so long as 
it remains unfulfilled, is compared to a lamp which gives a 
glimmering light in a dark place, a light extending but a 
very little way. It is not till the day has dawned, that dis- 

* 

♦ 1 Cor. x. 6, 11 ; Heb. ix. 8, 9, x. 1, xii. 22. 

f The intelligent inquirer will find this subject, of so much importance 
in the understanding of the Old Testament, placed in a very satisfactory 
light in the Xlth of Bishop Lowth's Lectures, mentioned before. 
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tant objects can be seen. It is not till the providence of the 
Almighty Sovereign has explained his decrees, till the event 
predicted has illuminated the prediction, that we can fix 
upon the precise nature, manner, and order of those occur- 
rences which accomplish any prophecy. A degree of ob- 
scurity, though not equally great in every instance, is thus 
declared to be a necessary accompaniment of every pro- 
phecy, till it is actually fulfilled. This decisive declaration 
of the word of God itself should ever teach us deep reve- 
rence and cautiousness, in our studies of this difficult branch 
of theology; and much modesty in our conclusions. In- 
deed, if prophetic descriptions were so plain and literal that 
the specific events could be definitely fore-described by the 
expositor of prophecy, it is evident that the impartiality and 
dignity of the divine declarations would be impaired ; and 
opportunity would be afforded to men, either to form 
schemes and put forth efforts with the intention of aiding 
the prophecy, or, on the other hand, impiously to labour for 
its frustration. But, when human agents have brought to 
pass an event which now stands forth plainly as answering 
to a scriptural prophecy, while yet it must be said of them 
as it was of the Assyrian king, " howbeit they mean not so, 
neither do their hearts think so ;" the wisdom and power of 
God are made conspicuous ; the foreknowledge which pro- 
claimed, and the agency which effects, are demonstrated to 
be from Him " who worketh all things, after the counsel of 
his own will." 

For these reasons,, I must confess my persuasion, that all 
theories of prophetic interpretation which include descrip- 
tions of events in specific and exact statement, are extremely 
precarious, necessarily uncertain, and most probably erro- 
neous; and that all the attainment which the Divine Author 
of inspiration has left in our power, with respect to predic- 
tions not yet fulfilled, is to perceive, surrounded with the 
wise and necessary obscurity which he has declared to be- 
long to the case, only some very general views of his own 
dispensations, and of the moral states into which mankind 
will be brought. 

We have at once proofs and examples of this important 
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principle, in the pianuer in which the prophecies of the Old 
Testament are declared to have been fulfilled in the New 
Testament, Let us glance at a few examples. It was pre* 
dieted that Elijah the prophet should be again sent by Jeho- 
vah to the Jewish people ; but would any uninspired men, 
prior to the event, have supposed that this was to be ful- 
filled by another person's coming " in the spirit and power 
of Elijah" ? The sufferings of the Messiah were described 
by the pencil of prophecy, with few strokes, indeed, but 
those clear and bold to a most remarkable degree ; yet, till 
the facts really occurred, who could have formed a coherent 
idea of their precise nature and manner ? What human or 
angelic mind could have separated those minute features of 
the predictions which were to be accomplished in a visible 
and palpable manner, from those which would receive an 
internal, moral, and analogical fulfilment ? The Jewish pro- 
phets foretold that the throne of David should be re-establish- 
ed, in splendour and power incomparably superior to all that 
it had possessed before ; and that its dominion should be ex- 
tended over the whole earth : yet, were there any among 
those who were waiting for the consolation of Israel, that 
entertained an idea of the mode in which this copious body 
of predictions would appear in the actual existence destined 
for them ? Our Lord's own disciples looked for a human, 
visible, and political reign ; an earthly king with earthly 
riches and honours. Are we vain enough to think that we 
should have had more just expectations ? Yet the facts 
which, in the proper time, fulfilled the prophecies, corre- 
spond to their elevated tone, their pure and heavenly spirit, 
in a way which no worldly empire could possibly have done. 
The throne of David is established for ever, and the religion 
of Abraham and Isaiah vyill be the religion of the world : yet 
it could not have been understood, before the moral tri- 
umphs of the gospel gave the explanation, what the precise 
nature of the fulfilment would be, and in what sense the ori- 
ginal expressions must be understood. 

Indeed, I must acknowledge, that so impressed is my own 
mind with this, as a divinely established principle in the 
system of prophecy, that, when I find professed interpreters 
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chalking out specific events in God's providential dominion, 
assiguing fates and functions to kings, dynasties, and nations, 
raising up scenes of war and desolation, or of political power 
and pomp ; — in a word, anticipating any thing from the pro- 
phetic futurity beyond general conceptions of holiness tri- 
umphing and sin vanquished, mankind improved in all that 
constitutes true happiness, and the Divine Perfections 
glorified by the grace and power of Christ; — I feel myself 
compelled to reject all the former as the fugitive visions of 
men, but to cling to the latter as " the sure mercies of 
David," 

This long discussion shall be closed with three short ob- 
servations. 

1. How much is it to be lamented that any persons should 
undertake to interpret the records of prophecy, who are evi- 
dently destitute of the requisite qualifications, and who have 
taken no pains to supply their own deficiencies ! 

2. I must express the conviction of my mind, that it is 
not the immediate duty of all Christians to engage in this 
branch of scriptural inquiry : and this conviction rests upon 
the plain reason, that God has not made that the duty of any 
persons for which he has not furnished them with the neces- 
sary means. But the larger part of sincere and devout 
believers cannot command the time which those long and 
laborious disquisitions require, in order to pursue them ad- 
vantageously : and, if they had sufficient leisure without 
neglecting plainly incumbent duties, they are not possessed 
of that acquaintance with philology and history which is 
manifestly indispensable to investigations of this nature. 
Let not such excellent persons regret their disability. They 
have other and more profitable objects to engage their atten- 
tion and to fill their hearts. They need not occupy them- 
selves with " the light shining in a dark place/ 1 when they 
can walk under the brightness of the Sun of Righteousness ; 
the clearly revealed doctrines and promises, the precepts, 
examples, warnings, devotional compositions, and historical' 
illustrations of the divine word. Yet I am far from suppos- 
ing that it is not incumbent upon those to whom Providence 



50 

has given the means and opportunities, to engage in thit* 
class of sacred studies ; provided they do not allow it to 
infringe upon the more obvious and universally necessary 
duties of faith and obedience. But it should not be forgot- 
ten, that these pursuits are not a little ensnaring ; and that, 
without sanctified wisdom and watchfulness, they are very 
liable to usurp an immoderate measure of attention and feel- 
ing. Such ill-proportioned " knowledge puffeth up." If 
we embark in these inquiries, from a curious desire of pry- 
ing into futurity, from an " ambition to know the times or 
the seasons which the Father hath put in his own power/' 
or from a wish to distinguish ourselves among our fellow- 
christians, we may be assured that we are in a sinful state 
of mind, and that the divine blessing will not descend upon 
our occupation. If even we had the very gift itself " of pro- 
phecy, and understood all mysteries and all knowledge, — 
and had not charity, we should be nothing" that is good and 
valuable in the divine estimation. " Covet earnestly," says 
the apostle, " the best gifts : and yet I shew unto you a 
more excellent way." Let us, then, seek to combine all 
other studies with a holy, humble, and devout state of mind 
and action. Let us " grow in the grace and knowledge of 
our Lord Jesus Christ." Let us strive to become more 
deeply acquainted with the doctrines, the practical applica- 
tions, and the fulfilled prophecies, of the divine word, re- 
specting his Person, his work, and his free salvation. Let 
us seek to have our hearts more enlarged and filled with the 
purest principles of faith and piety and active usefulness. 
These will be incomparably greater and more glorious attain- 
ments than the most profound study of unfulfilled prophecy, 
or the most correct acquaintance with the principles upon 
which it must be interpreted. 

3. If we, who are set apart to the ministry of the gospel, 
should devote ourselves to these investigations, even with a 
command of the best means and aids, with a competent 
knowledge of terms and events, and with a judicious appli- 
cation of principles and rules ; yet should allow such specu- 
lations to supersede the humble, holy, fervid application of 
our faculties to the grand purposes of our ministry ; — ah, 
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what will it avail us? — Admit that we succeed; that we 
elucidate dark places, that we bring forth wonderful disco- 
veries, that we gratify the curiosity which we have excited, 
and that we attract the admiration of men ;-**what benefits 
could accrue to ourselves or to the church of Christ, that 
would outweigh the injuries of a diminished regard to " godly 
edifying— and the end of the commandment, charity, out of 
a pure heart and a good conscience and faith unfeigned" ? 

" Who is wise, and he shall understand these things ? 
prudent, and he shall know them ? For the ways of the 
Lord are right, and the just shall walk in them : but the 
transgressors shall fall therein/' * 

* Hos. xiv. 9. 



SUPPLEMENTARY NOTES. 



Note A, page 4. 

Dan xii. 4 : " Many shall run to and fro." The radical idea of this 
verb is that of a whip or scourge. Hence, in the Pihel form, it acquires 
metonymically the general meaning of rapid motion. We have the very 
same metaphor in familiar English, when we say of one who moves very 
swiftly that he whip* along. Michaelis understands it here of such rapid 
and hasty movement as conveys the idea of rashness and mistake. I sub- 
join his Version and a part of his Annotation, in the hope that they may 
hint a salutary precaution to some who are disposed to precipitate methods 
of drawing conclusions from the prophecies. 

" Many will err ; and knowledge will be great : i. e. Though all this is 
expressed so clearly, and though some (probably at the time of the ful- 
filment) will understand these prophecies with so much plainness and 
certainty; yet others will understand them very erroneously, or (for so 
the word might be translated) will despise them." 

I cannot but intreat my reader to observe, how expressly the divine 
vision declared to Daniel the grand principle pleaded for in this Discourse; 
that prophecy cannot be explained by mortals till after the event of ful- 
filment. " And I heard, but understood not. Then said I, O my lord, 
what shall be the end of these things ? And he said, Go thy way, Daniel ; 
for the words are closed up and sealed till ths time of the end." Vers. 
8,9. 

Note B, p. 8. 

The passage is in the Medea attributed to Seneca : 

" Veoient anuia 
Secula serfs, quibus oceanus 
Vincula rerum laxet, et iogeus 
Pateat tellus, Tiphysque noros 
Detegat orbes, nee sit terris 
Ultima Thule." V. 375. 

Note C, p. 14. 

As several of the German critics of the Neologies! school have trod in 
the steps of Porphyry, and denied the genuineness of the Book of Daniel ; 
and as their objections are likely soon to become more extensively known 
in our country, Libel myself bound to take some notice of them. Neces* 
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sarily. short as this statement must be, it will give a sufficient idea of the 
sources of objection and of reply, and, as appears to me, of the futility of 
the former and the justness of the latter. I shall chiefly derive it, in a 
form much abridged, from the late eminently learned and candid Dr. 
John's (Einleitung in die Gottlichen Biicher des Alien Bundes) Introduce 
tion to the Sacred Books of the Old Testament, Vol. II. Pt. ii. pp. 624— 
653. Vienna, 1803. 

The ancient enemy of Christianity, Porphyry, maintained that the Book 
attributed to Daniel was the work of an unknown literary forger, in or 
soon after the time of Antiochus Epiphanes. This he advanced without 
any historical grounds, and purely because he could not otherwise extri- 
cate himself from the evidence which the book furnishes to the reality of 
supernatural revelation, and the divine origin of Christianity. — Those, 
modern writers ascribe it, to no man of deceptive intentions indeed, but 
to an upright and pious author, who chose to invest the outline of certain 
historical facts in the garb of prophecy, and embellished his composition 
with some traditional anecdotes of the life and wonderful actions of the 
celebrated sage Daniel. 

The notion, upon this hypothesis, of its being the work of an upright 
man, is a flagrant inconsistency. — If it be a supposititious book, the writer 
of it must have been an intentional, deliberate, and very artful deceiver* 

There is every internal evidence of integrity in the writer and genuine* 
ness in the work. The entire style and manner of the book indicates an 
author who was not only an eminently wise man, but one of the strictest 
virtue and piety; — well acquainted with the Hebrew and Aramaic tongues, 
and, in consequence of his education and constant residence among Ba- 
bylonians, Chaldaeans, the sacred caste of the Magians, and many other 
foreigners, in the metropolis of the great Chaldaean empire, habituated to 
the use of foreign terms and emblematical ideas ; — who lived at Babylon 
in the period which the book assumes, and was perfectly conversant with 
the court and government of Babylon ; — himself a statesman and a high 
officer of the court ; — piously and patriotically attached to the divine reli- 
gion and the interests of his native country, Judaea ; — an anxious observer 
of all public affairs ; — hoping and praying for the restoration of the cap* 
tive Jews ; — expressing the divine communications made to him in the 
manner which was graphically characteristic of the time and circum- 
stances, and which could not be successfully imitated under any different 
state of things;— having the peculiarity, like his contemporary Ezekiel, 
of giving exact dates to his visions ; — his book possessing throughout a 
characteristic identity of style, — and composed of several distinct por- 
tions, joined together by himself; or by some other person, perhaps after 
his death. 

Had any person written this book after the death of Antiochus .Epipha- 
nes, he must have lived in Judaea,— and then it is scarcely conceivable 
that he could have known the names of the Chaldsean government-offices* 
which were generally in the Zend, the Pahlavi, or the Parsi language, and 
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the Magian symbolical imagery ; — still less could he have ventured to use 
them :— he would not have called the last Chaldsean king by his true 
Chnldmttn name, Bchhazzar, — since, in all other monuments of history, 
he is known by some other name of a translated or mutilated form ;—he 
would not have described the wall of the king's banqueting palace as merely 
plasteredjbut he would have covered it with rich tapestry; — he would not 
have introduced out of order a second time (ch. xi. 40) the third expedi- 
tion of Antiochus Epiphanes,— nor expressed himself in various places in 
terms so enigmatical, — nor have written in two kinds of language, Hebrew 
and Chaldee, with various words derived from the old Persian,— but he 
would have carefully avoided every thing that might create difficulty or 
awaken suspicion in the mind of the reader; — he would hardly have so 
circumstantially noted the year and day of principal events ; — he would 
not have introduced so much about Alexander, and so little of the Mac- 
cabees ; — we should hardly have found so many various readings, chiefly 
turning upon grammatical points which a writer of the age supposed 
would have accurately observed, but which are naturally accounted for, 
when compared with the date and circumstances which we believe belong 
to the book. — 

Further : it is inconceivable that a book of pretended prophecies, which 
made its first appearance after B. C 163, could have been accepted by 
the Jews as a genuine and inspired work of Daniel.— At that time, learn- 
ing and the Grecian philosophy were much cultivated by the Jews ; and 
their attention was particularly directed to the study of their own sacred 
books. — The collection of those books had been, long before, completed 
and fixed with the strictest exclusiveness ; so that the book of Jesus the 
son of Sirach, though written in Hebrew, and a book containing so much 
useful matter, was never admitted by them. The more religious part of 
the Jewish nation, in that period, possessed great influence ; and they 
were so averse from any innovations, and so devotedly attached to their 
sacred books, as to incur every hazard, surrender all their possessions, 
and become martyrs, rather than consent to any corruption of their reli- 
gion and the holy records in which it was contained. It would have 
been regarded as the greatest crime, to attempt intruding into the long- 
fixed and closed collection of the sacred books, a composition of which 
nobody had ever before heard, as an ancient prophetic work. It would 
have been impossible to have imposed it upon the numerous bodies of 
Jews scattered in many countries far from Judaea. Had such an attempt 
been made, and even had it, contrary to all reasonable supposition, been 
successful, it could not have been without much objection, inquiry, and 
discussion : but there is not the least intimation of any such a contro- 
having ever existed, in the Maccabees, Josephus, Philo, or the New 
•mt : on the contrary, there are decisive testimonies of the un- 
tbd genuineness of the book, in Josephus (Jewish Antiq. XL viii. 
Mace. ii. 59, 60, and i. 54 ; above all, in the express recognition 
jORD himself, Matt. xxiv. 15. There is internal evidence that the 
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Alexandrian Greek Version was made before the time of the Maccabees, 
even before the commencement of the third century before the Christian. 
era. 

Obj. 1. The Jews do not put this book among the Prophets, but in- 
clude it in the Cketubim or Hagiographa ; which authorizes the suspi- 
cion that it was not in existence when the collection of the Prophets was 
made. 

Am. (1.) The Psalms and other books of indubitable genuineness and 
inspiration, are among the Hagiographa. 

(2.) This position of the book of Daniel was not universal among the 
ancient Jews ; as appears from Josephus against Apion, I. 8 ; Melito of 
Sardis, and Origen, in Eusebius's EccL Hist. IV. xxvi., VI. xxv. ; and 
Epiphanius, Vol. I. p. 18. 

(3.) The motive of the Talmudical Jews, for putting this book out of 
the Prophetical collection, is assigned by themselves. It was not that 
they disputed the genuineness of the book, or the reality of the predic- 
tions, or the divine inspiration of Daniel ; but on account of a supersti- 
tious notion which they invented, that, for the rightful application of the' 
term Prophet, it was necessary, not only that the person should be in- 
spired to utter real predictions from God, but that he should live in a pe- 
culiar manner, wearing a rough cloak, an under-garment of camel's hair, 
and a plain leathern girdle, and subsisting upon wild figs, locusts, and wild 
honey. Now, since Daniel was very far removed from this style of 
living, and spent his life in courts and among heathen princes, these later 
Jews thought themselves justified in altering the arrangement of their 
ancestors, and separating Daniel from the other prophets. 

Obj. 2. Jesus the son of Sirach omits Daniel in his enumeration of 
the celebrated prophets, ch. xlix., which he would not have done had the 
book been extant in his time, B. C. 180 or 190. 

Am. His design was not to enumerate all the prophets, but only 
those who spoke of the captivity ; and, even on that ground, he is not 
exact ; for he puts together the twelve minor prophets, and omits Isaiah. 
Obj. 3. In the persecution by Antiochus Epiphanes, the Syrians and 
Greeks destroyed all the copies which they could seize of the Jewish 
Scriptures : and when afterwards a new collection was made, it would be 
easy to intrude a new book. 

Am, Was it possible that the persecutors should get into their hands 
all the copies, or even the larger part, of the Jews in Judaea? The de- 
mand and search in order to burn them, would make the possessors of 
such a treasure employ all methods of concealment. Resistance was 
very soon made by Mattathias and his sons. What numbers of copies 
must have existed in the hands of the thousands of Jews in Mesopotamia, 
Persia, Arabia, Egypt, and the Grecian states? If the heroic Macca- 
baean leaders, or any of the priests suborned by them, had been disho- 
nest enough (but the supposition contradicts all historical credibility) to 
interpolate the sacred books with a spurious book of Daniel, because a 
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brief Ittttttlon to them occurs in a tingle passage ; why did they not do 
the same with the first book of the History of the Maccabees, whose con- 
tents confer upon them so much more honour ? Or, if a forgery was 
resolved upon, why did not its author make thorough work of it ; and 
make a book of Daniel that should amply gratify their ambitious de- 
sire? 

Obj. 4. The command to close and seal up the book (ch. xii. 4, 9) 
looks like an artful precaution, to furnish a plausible reason for assuming- 
its long previous existence when it was obtruded upon the Jews. 

Am. This objection arises from ignorance of the meaning of the pas- 
sage. It is a declaration that the prophecy would not be understood, 
till explained by its fulfilment. It is also the statement of a divine com- 
mand to the prophet, bearing an affinity to Isaiah vi. 1 0, and Jer. i. 9, 
10. There appears to have been a usage of a solemn sealing up of pro- 
phecies, and their being deposited in a place of public eustody, till a cer- 
tain period should be accomplished: plainly described in Is. via. 1, 2, 
H5, and xxx. 8 ; and alluded to by implication in Habak. ii 2. 
* Obj. 5. The visions and miraculous interpositions of the Deity are in- 
credible. 

Am. Not to a rational believer in divine revelation. The occasions 
were worthy of the miracles. It was a wise and holy object to confirm 
the exiled and captive Jews in their religion, to fortify them against the 
seductions of idolatry and superstition, and to impress the minds of the 
heathen princes and people with demonstrations that the God of the 
Hebrews was the only true God. 

Obj. 6. The king's paying homage to Daniel : ch. ii. 46. 

An*. This is perfectly in accordance with the awful impression made 
on Nebuchadnezzar's mind, and the established practice from the highest 
ranks towards the Magian philosophers. 

Obj. 7. The golden statue, ch. iii. 1 ; — its monstrous disproportion as 
a human figure ;— arid the incredibility that so prodigious a quantity of 
gold could have been possessed by the king or the priests. 

Am. We have a perfect right to suppose that the height assigned in- 
cludes a column upon which the idol stood ; and that the column and 
statue were not of solid gold, but gilt or plated over. The term golden 
is applied, both in ancient and in modern speech, to figures which ap- 
pear golden to the ey^e, though they be not of the solid metal. 

Obj 8. Why is not Daniel mentioned, as well as the other three 
young Jews, as refusing to be guilty of the act of idolatry to the golden 
image? 

Am. The absence of any mention of Daniel is a circumstance highly 
favourable to the credibility of the narrative : for, had it been a fiction* 
it is morally impossible that the author of it, drawing his materials from 
natural probability and imagination, would have omitted to assign to 
Daniel a distinguished part in the action. Various circumstances may 
very reasonably be supposed to account for Daniel's having no share in 
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the transaction : he might have been ill,— or absent from Babylon upon 
the affairs, very possibly, of his office in the state j— or, on account 
of his favour with the king; he might have been indulged with a special 
exemption. 

Obj. 8. The relation of the insanity of Nebuchadnezzar (ch. iv.) con- 
tains much that is to the last degree improbable, and even impossible. 
That a man, who had been brought up in the enjoyments of royalty, 
should feed upon grass, and live unsheltered, like the beasts of the field, 
for seven years !— Insane as he was, such diet would soon have brought 
him to death ; or, in the country near Babylon which abounded with the 
most dangerous animals, he would infallibly have been devoured. —Would 
a deranged monarch have been so treated by his family, ministers, or 
courtiers ? Or, if we suppose them to have exercised this extreme inhu- 
manity towards the pitiable object, can we think it possible that they 
would have shewn such delicacy of forbearance with regard to his politi- 
cal rights ? Would they have preserved the throne vacant for him ? Or 
could they possibly have so preserved it ? We know with what eager- 
ness, especially in the oriental despotisms, any opportunity was seized, 
by an aspiring satrap or warrior, to grasp at a crown. If Nebuchadnez- 
zar's adherents had been so inflexibly faithful to his interests as to have at- 
tempted the safe guarding of his rights; it would have been utterly impos- 
sible for them to have succeeded. If, contrary to all probability, no bold 
aspirant had aimed at seizing the government ; still it would have been 
impracticable to carry on public affairs for so long a time, and yet to save 
the claims of the helpless monarch so inviolate, that on his recovery he 
should, immediately and without difficulty, resume his authority. 

Ans. (1.) The Chaldee word rendered time (ver. 16, 23, 25, 32), is not 
definitely a year, unless it should be so interpreted by the original autho- 
rity, as it is in ch. xii. It denotes time or a season, indefinitely; and in 
the Arabic and the Syriac languages, it is applied to denote a day set 
apart for a solemnity, and the period of a month. That the author could 
never have intended seven years, is evident from the circumstances. The 
narrative of the insanity shews that it must have occurred after Nebuchad- 
nezzar had achieved all his conquests, and had employed the spoils and 
contributions of the conquered nations in enlarging, fortifying, and beau- 
tifying his capital and his palaces : see ver. 30. So that the event could 
not have been earlier than the 40th or 41st year of his reign ; and he died 
in the 43rd. The duration of the malady might then have been seven 
months : but Jahn thinks fourteen months more probable, as the Orien- 
tals were in the habit of dividing the year into six equal parts, and there- 
fore seven of those established sixths seem to be most in accordance with ' 
the usage of speech. 

(2) The brief and picturesque description of the king's hallucinations 
should be understood according to the nature of such cases. It is per- 
fectly credible that he imagined himself the victim of a conspiracy and 
his enemies seeking to assassinate him. This idea would be strength- 
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ened when lie was put under coercion; and if would impel him to 
watch for opportunities of escaping from his place of restraint. We sup- 
pose, then, that he eluded his keepers ; that he concealed himself for 
some time in the thickets of the extensive royal gardens or parks ; that 
he fed upon such vegetables as he could get, for the Chaldee and its cor- 
respondent Hebrew word translated grass, signifies any kind of fodder 
for cattle ; that he might actually imagine himself transformed into an 
ox ; and that a week or more might elapse before he was discovered and 
brought back to the care of his keepers. During that time his hair and 
beard would become matted ; and his finger and toe-nails, not having been 
cut from the beginning of his malady, would be long, sharp, and curved. 
That he might secure himself from becoming the prey of savage animals 
for some weeks, is by no means incredible, if we consider the agility, 
strength, and cunning which are often characteristic of mental disorder : 
besides, in the neighbourhood of populous places such animals are not 
commonly found, and Nebuchadnezzar might have concealed himself in 
a part of the grounds belonging to his palace, where no dangerous ani- 
mal could find access. The case of the boy Peter, who was found in the 
forests of Hanover ; and that of a female, who was discovered a few years 
ago in the fastnesses of the Pyrenees j are demonstrations of the possibi- 
lity of such preservation. It is even not incredible that some of the 
plants which the deranged king ate, might physically contribute to his 
cure. 

(3 ) The officers of state would do their utmost to preserve the govern- 
ment to their afflicted sovereign, hoping for his recovery. Even a regard 
to their own safety would prescribe this line of conduct ; for a successor, 
under all the circumstances, would be likely to deprive them of their 
offices or even of their lives. Pressed by such motives, they might 
very successfully carry on the government, for seven or even fourteen 
months. 

Obj. 9. Why did not the king tell his dream, in the first instance, to 
Daniel ; instead of sending for the inferior Magians (ver. 6, 7) ; since he 
had previous experience (ch. ii.) of the incapacity of the latter, and of 
the ability to interpret with which the former was endowed by the True 
God? 

An*. State-etiquette might prescribe this course ; or Daniel might not 
be, at the moment, within reach ; or the king's mind might have been 
poisoned against him by his ever active calumniators. Other reasonable 
motives might exist 5 so that the objection is very frivolous. 

Obj. 10. No other historical monuments mention a king of the name 
of Belshazzar. 

Ant. We have but few and imperfect fragments of Chaldaic history 
for that period — The oriental kings had generally several names.— Bel- 
shazzar is a genuine Chaldee name, and all the others which ancient his- 
torians, give to the last Chaldaean king of Babylon, are evidently corrup- 
tions; namely, Labynetus, Nabannidochus, Nabonnadus, Naboandel. — 
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A forger; in the age of Antiochus Epiphanes,. would certainly have been 
more likely to use one of these forms of the name, current in his time. 

Obj. 10. The predictions in ch. ii. and vii. to xii. are so circumstan- 
tial and express, in their describing the affairs of the Graeco-Syrian and 
Graeco-Egyptian dynasties, that they are more like historical details" 
than prophecies ; and must therefore have been written after the events. 

Ans. (1.) This old objection of Porphyry's is fully available only on 
the supposition of the infidel principle, the denial of supernatural reve- 
lation : but this, and the fact of real and divine prophecy, we believe to 
be established by amply sufficient evidence. 

(2.) If it be urged by a believer in revelation, in this form, that it is 
not the manner of the genuine prophets to express predictions in terms 
so remarkably definite and circumstantial ; we reply, that this minute cir- 
cumstantiality is exaggerated. It is not so great as would violate the 
fundamental rule, that Prophecy is not to be understood till it is ex- 
plained by the event. — Many other prophecies, in Isaiah, Jeremiah, Eze- 
kiel, Micah, Zechariah, and others, are nearly, if not quite, as circum- 
stantial. 

(3.) In whatever degree the composition and manner of the book is 
supposed to differ from the ordinary character of the acknowledged pro- 
phets, in that degree is the evidence of its genuineness enhanced. For, 
if it had been first brought into notice after the death of Antiochus 
Epiphanes, the novel character of the representation would have aroused 
suspicion, and put the Jews of that day the more on their guard against 
any interpolation. 

(4.) That there should be reasons in the divine wisdom for the fact 
that some predictions should be more specific and circumstantial, and 
others less so, is in itself highly credible. I beg to refer to some obser- 
vations on this distinction in the preceding Discourse, pp. 45—47, 53, 54. 
(5.) The most important of all the predictions, namely, those which 
respect the Messiah, the time of his coming, his death, his doctrine, and 
his kingdom ; however clear they really are, yet are, by no means, so 
clear as to be out of the range of difficulty in the application. Witness 
the numerous controversies respecting the Seventy Weeks, the Cutting- 
off of the Messiah, and several other subjects ; in which not only Jews, 
but many Christians, have adopted widely different and repugnant modes 
of explication. 

Obj. 11. The introduction of super-human spirits as messengers of 
the Deity, watchers and counsellors of heaven, and protectors of distinct 
kingdoms, is inconsistent with the doctrine of revelation concerning the 
divine government ; and it was derived from the Magian philosophy. 

Ans, Several of these representations are merely symbolical imagery ; 
and, that they are in the style of the Magian representations, is a circum- 
stance strongly attesting the genuineness and authenticity of the book, 
for it leads us up to the age, the place, and the personal circumstances of 

F 
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Daniel, and cannot be rationally assigned to any other.— The general 
purport of these symbols is to represent the universal agency of Divine 
Wisdom, Providence, and Power. — We do not concede that the doctrine 
of angels, good and depraved, is an invention of any oriental philoso* 
phy; — we believe that whatever vestiges of it were found among the 
ancient Persians, had, in their elements, descended to them from the re- 
vealed knowledge of the patriarchal ages ; — and we find mention of 
those superior intelligences, and some intimations of their employments 
hi the system of the divine government, in many parts of the Hebrew 
Scriptures written long before the captivity. 

I now request the reader to weigh both sides of these arguments : and 
I confidently ask, whether there is not a vast preponderance in favour of 
the genuineness, authenticity, and divine inspiration of the Book of 
Daniel ? 

« 

Note D, p. 15. 

That the last tis chapters contained under the name of Zechariah, are 
an independent book of divinely-inspired prophecy •, written long before 
the Babylonish captivity, has been maintained by Joseph Mede, Bishop 
Kidder, Archbishop Newcome, and other judicious writers ; and it ap- 
pears to be satisfactorily proved from the following considerations. It 
may be premised, that Zechariah was a common name among the ancient 
Israelites £ and of the various persons, bearing it in the Old Testament?, 
three at least appear to have been prophets, besides the contemporary 
of Joshua apd Zernbbabel who wrote the former eight chapters. 

1. The sentiments which form the ground-work and structure of this 
portion are extremely different from those of the foregoing eight chap- 
ters. In particular, there Lb no allusion to the Babylonish captivity, or 
the return from i% or the circumstances of the' Jews as growing out of 
those facts : topics which are so predominant in the preceding part and 
in Haggai. The entire contents of the work imply a quite different 
state of things* 

g. The style is manifestly more pure, concise, powerful, and poetical. 

3. It contains intimations thai the kingdom of the Ten Tribes was in 
existence, and the apprehensions which are expressed of danger refer 
only to Assyria and Egypt, ch. ix. 10, 13, x. 6, 7, 10, 1 1, xi 14. No 
mention occurs of the Chatdssan power. The kirigdom of the Ten Tribes 
was extinguished by the Assyrians 186 years before the return of the Jews 
from Babylon. 

4. At the time when, the book was written, the principal rivals of the 
Jewish nation appear to have been the Philistines, the Syrians, and the 
Tynans (ch ix. 1— 6*) : a state of things which will. apply to the period 
hinted at in ch, xiv. 5, the reign of Uzzaah ; but not many years later. 
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Note E, p. 22. 

Isaiah xxxvii. 36. That superior intelligences are employed by the 
Most High, in the manifold execution of his purposes, both of judgment 
and of mercy, is often declared and. exemplified in scripture. This does 
not hinder but that the immediate instrument may be any natural cause; 
which* under this especial direction, and taken in all the circumstances of 
time,, correlated occurrences, and end, is yet properly a miraculous ac- 
tion. That, in this instance, the instrument was the malignant putrid 
fever of hot climates, the plague, usually called in scripture "the pes- 
tileacV' appears highly probable from the similar instance recorded in 
2 Sam. xxiv. 15—17, and 1 Chron. xxi. 14—16. Dean Prideaux and 
some other good writers have supposed that the instrument which Provi- 
dence employed in this infliction, was the Simoom or Sarnie I, the hot suf- 
focating wind of the Arabian deserts t but this supposition is set aside by 
the fact that the destructive wind never blows by night. 

It seems necessary here to notice the attempt of some eminent scholars, 
tmt who are deeply tinctured with the Neologism ef the last forty years, 
to destroy the received belief of Jews and Christians in the genuineness 
of a large portion of the book of Isaiah, and that which contains matter 
the most important to the Christian religion. The principal of the 
parts thus rejected are chapters xiii., xlv. 1 — 23, xjtiV. to xxvii., and xl. 
to lxviv The theory of those persons is, that either one unknown write? 
or several composed these portions at different periods in the time of the 
captivity, and afterwards, when the events described had actually taken 
place; and circulated them among the Jews, for their reformation and 
consolation j and that these anonymous productions came to be annexed 
to the writings of Isaiah, on account of the affinity of subjects, the 
sublimity of the composition, and the deep interest taken in the hopes 
and prospects which they hold forth. 

The chief objection to the genuineness of the disputed portions h 
drawn from the feet, that numerous passages, especially such as refer to 
the Chaldaean invasion, the devastation of Judaea, the ruin and desolation 
of Jerusalem, (see particularly ch. lxiii. 15 to lxiv. 12,) the restoration 
from the captivity, and the retributive judgments which should fall upon 
Babylon, (as in ch. xiii. to xiv. 23, xl. to xlix.,) are in the style of pre- 
sent description ; so that they intimate the actual existence of the persons 
and events referred to, and are, therefore, not prophecy but poetical deli- 
neations of facts which were before the eyes of the Jewish people when 
these compositions were published among them. 

This objection goes upon the principle either of denying totally a divine 
inspiration, or of assuming that inspiration Itself is not at liberty to an- 
•ounce /liter* events by graphically depicting them as if now existing. 
The former principle is rationally disposed of by the direct evidences' 
of Revelation. With regard to the latter, it appears remarkable that the 
~ learned persons who take this ground, do not perceive that such a style" 
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naturally* I might say neoessarily, arises from the very character of poetic 
diction, which delights in painting scenes, past or future, in the vivid 
colours of immediate reality. But still more does reason require it to be 
allowed, that the All -knowing Spirit, to whom all times and beings are 
intuitively and eternally present, should, if it be his sovereign pleasure, 
infuse the gift of his own inspiration into the most vigorous creations 
of the poet's mind ; and so cast the visions of futurity into the forms of a 
scenery, as it were, all fresh and breathing to the reader's imagination. 
And why must it be deemed any other than proper and natural, that the 
impressive scenes of futurity should be drawn by the pencil of heavenly 
prophecy in the dramatic form, and should introduce the actors or wit- 
nesses of the predicted events as if they were really present, uttering their 
own emotions and describing the facts which call forth their feelings ? 
There are many passages in the writings of the other prophets expressed 
in this bold and beautiful style, and of which it cannot, with any colour 
of reason, be pretended that they were written after the events which they 
describe as if actually present. Indeed, the manner of any prophet par- 
takes of this animating spirit, in proportion as he stands high in the scale 
of poetical sublimity. Joel, Micah, Nahum, and Habakkuk, are exam* 
pies. 

Besides, the grounds of the objection are exaggerated. We may appeal 
to every attentive reader whether the tenor of composition, in the most 
vivid and glowing of the parts alluded to, when viewed as a whole and 
read with a comprehensive eye, may not be fairly taken as a representa- 
tion of the future. 

Another great objection is drawn from an alleged difference in the style 
between the disputed portions and those which are allowed to be the 
genuine writings of Isaiah. 

To this we reply, that this prophet continued in the discharge of his 
office, delivering and writing the dictates of the Eternal Spirit, during a 
period of nearly fifty years. Within so long a space of time, the style of 
most authors undergoes considerable alterations. The great diversity of 
the subjects, also, required a corresponding variety in the style and man- 
ner of delivery. Shall we suppose the greatest and sublimest of the pro- 
phets not to have had an oratorical and poetical power equal to that which 
other men of surpassing genius have possessed, of varying his character 
of expression according to the nature of the subjects ? — The majesty of 
many of the topics, in chapters xl. to lxvi., is such as, apart from mira- 
culous inspiration, (which was perfectly consistent with the characteristic 
differences of the sacred writers,) would naturally assume a greater lofti- 
ness of representation and copiousness of imagery.— The difference is not 
greater than may be observed in the writings of other prophets, and of 
very powerful and sublime authors generally. Dr. Jahn observes that 
this difference is found, to as great an extent, in Hosea, Micah, and Amos, 
and in the Psalms written by David under widely different circumstances, 
and at long distant periods of his life. 
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The same judicious critic has also shewn that there is really a deep- 
seated sameness of character pervading all the works attributed to Isaiah ,* 
and this he establishes by a minute investigation. Gesenius, indeed, (in 
his Commentar uber den Jesaia, iii. Tkeil, Einleit. ppi 1 — 4, 18—33,) has 
taken a similar course of dissecting style, and deduces the opposite con- 
clusion ; but I must confess that he appears to me to be partial, preju- 
diced, and unduly wedded to his system. 

But to attribute these compositions to the period of the return from 
the captivity, is about as reasonable as it would be to maintain that the 
Orations of Cicero were written in the age of Vopiscus. " The language 
is so pure, the style so elevated, the whole method and character of com- 
position so beautiful, as might be justly expected from the times of Heze- 
kiah or M anasseh, and from the genius of Isaiah himself; but could not, 
without the strongest historical proof, [of which not a particle is pretend- 
ed,] be ascribed to the declining age under and after the captivity. — An 
extremely small number of expressions, of which examples do not occur 
in the undisputed writings of Isaiah or his contemporaries, are not a 
proof of a later age ; for it cannot be imagined that, in the few Hebrew 
writings which remain of the age of Isaiah, we have all the words and 
phrases then in use." (Jahn's Einleitung, II. ii. 485.) 

" The style of Isaiah is so beautiful, so majestic, so different from any 
of the compositions which we find at the termination of the Babylonish 
oppressions, and so free from foreign words which are often found in the 
later writers, that to suppose the prophecies concerning Babylon to have 
been written in the first year of Cyrus, is as improbable as Harduin's 
notion, that the finest Odes of Horace were the work of monks in the 
barbarous middle ages. In the Babylonish captivity, the Hebrew lan- 
guage lost all its beauty and magnificence. Even Ezekiel, who lived in 
the early part of the captivity at Chaboras, no one can call elegant ; nor 
Daniel, though he resided at court. The former has also a multitude of 
Chaldaisms in matters of grammar ; and the latter, various foreign words, 
which do not occur before his time. Ezra and Nehemiah write very in- 
ferior Hebrew. Among the prophets who lived after the return, Haggai, 
Zechariah, and Malachi, there is not one whose style is pleasing, though 
Zechariah has some fine imagery. But the prophecies of Isaiah are, next 
to Job and the poetry of Moses, the most splendid compositions in the 
Hebrew language." (Mtchaelxs Anmerkung zum Jet. xiii.) 

But there is much positive evidence which Gesenius treats too lightly. 
I give this very brief sketch of it, chiefly from Jahn's Einleitung. 

i. There is every where as much similarity in the modes of thought and 
expression as can reasonably be expected in any author, through so long 
a period of life, and having his feelings and style affected by so great a 
variety of circumstances and subjects. — His favourite sources of imagery 
are every where the same : from trees and forests, cedars, pines, oaks, 
planes, myrtles ; — light and darkness, and the heavenly bodies; — the pangs 
of child-birth; the' state of primeval innocence, as ch. xi 6, lxv. 25, 
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xxxv., xliii. 20, 1L 3.— Every where, he commences a prediction by rush- 
ing into the heart of the subject.— Frequently, hymns or odes of devotion 
are introduced in the course of the prophetic declarations i as in ch. v., 
xii., xiv. 4-23, xxv.,xxvl, xxvil, xlv.8, 15, lxi. 10,lxiv.; or references 
and exhortations to them j as ch. xlii. 10, xliv. 23, xlix. 13, 1L 11, UL 9, 
liv., lxiii. /.—Every where is the same mixture of clearness and obscurity $ 
— the same repetition of cognate ideas; — some peculiar expressions, 
which occur rarely or not at all in other parts of the Hebrew Bible, are 
found throughout the whole book j — the threatenings and the promises 
have, throughout, a remarkable resemblance. 

ii. The language is not tinctured with Chaldaisms ; — it is not like that 
of Jeremiah and Ezekiel; — it is extremely unlike all the existing monu- 
ments of Hebrew composition in the age of the captivity and the period 
ensuing. I must, however, remark that Gesenius brings near twenty ex- 
amples, and some of them occurring several times, of what he deems 
Lower Hebrew or Chaldaizing acceptations of words. His skill as an 
Orientalist, and especially as a Hebrew scholar, b indeed surpassingly 
great : but I must be allowed to repeat my apprehension that he labours 
under strong prejudices. 

iii. There is an unaffected similarity of plan and arrangement between 
the earlier and the later parts of the book. As tbe narrative in.ch. vii. of 
danger from the Assyrians, is followed by predictions concerning that 
nation, beginning abruptly, ch. viii. to xii. ; so the narrative in ch. xxxix. 
concerning Babylon, is followed by abrupt predictions relating to Baby- 
lon, ch. xl., &c. In both instances, the predictions are interspersed 
with doctrines and prophecies concerning the Messiah.' As, in the for- 
mer part, the predictions concerning Assyria predominate ; so, in the 
latter, a similar ascendancy is given to those which refer to Babylon and 
the subjects growing out of the captivity. The mournful declaration in 
the inaugural vision, ch. vi. 9, 10, meets with a correspondent fulfilment 
in ch. xl. 27, xlii. 16, 19, 23, xlviii. 4, xlix. 4, UiL 1. The descriptions 
of irreligion, impiety, idolatry, child-sacrificing, and profligacy, with 
which the nation, and especially its rulers and nobles, are charged, (ch. 
lvi. to lix.,) admit of no application to the state of the Jews in or after 
the captivity ; but are in perfect verisimilitude with all that the Old-Tes- 
tament history informs us upon their moral state in. the reign of Manas- 
seh ; and' they have both the resemblances and the differences which are 
reasonably to be expected in comparison with the moral state of the na- 
tion under Ahaz, described in ch. i. and iii. 

iv. Though in ch. lxiv. 10, 11, Jerusalem and the temple are pictured 
as burned and ruined, {in prophetic vision, as we conceive,) yet in lxvi. 6, 
the temple is mentioned as standing. Now this must have been the tem- 
ple of Solomon ; for upon the return there was none, and no hint ever 
occurs relative to the obligation of building a new temple, the subject so 
predominant in the books of Haggai and Zechariah. 
t v. Our Divinb Lori> and his inspired followers, is several passages, 
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(Matt.iii.3, xii. 17— 21; Lukeiii.4, iv. 17; John i. 23, xfi.38; Acts 
viii. 28—35 ; Rom. x. 20, 21,) have quoted the latter part of this book 
as Isaiah's, expressly by name. This I conscientiously take as decisive ; 
for I can by no means satisfy myself to dispose of this authority as Ge- 
senius, though by no means the worst of his party, does : " The writers 
of the New Testament speak in the expressions which were at that time 
generally used, without having made any investigation into these critical 
questions/' 

I add one remark more. The favourite object of the critics whose 
hypothesis has occasioned this tedious note, is not gained by even allow- 
ing them what they contend for. That object, with regard to most of 
them, is to annihilate all revealed or divinely-inspired prophecy. See pp. 
6, 7, of this Discourse. But many particulars, especially respecting' the 
fates of Babylon and Tyre, the Messiah and his kingdom, and the at* 
traction of the Gentiles to the true religion, lay in the far distant future 
at the time of the return from the exile, quite as effectively as in the time 
of Isaiah, one hundred and sixty years before. It is true that the writers' 
alluded to put forth all the strength of their philology and criticism, to 
pervert the meaning of the passages in question : but it will not, I hope, 
be deemed inconsistent with modesty in me to remark that, including 
Gesenius, the last and greatest of them all, they have signally railed. 
" The grass withereth, the flower fadeth : but the word of our God shall 
stand for ever.'^ 

Notk F, p. 30. 

Michaelis's Annotation on Ps. xviii. 13, is deserving of being cited 
here, not only for its immediate application, but because it may suggest 
a wider range of useful hints for the interpretation of other passages. 

" This passage receives illustration from the description in Ezekiel L 
of the chariot in which God is represented as riding upon the clouds. 
As the flashes of lightning dart from the clouds without ever seeming to 
be exhausted, the poetical idea of the Hebrews was that, in the midst 
of the clouds, there existed a repository of fire and burning coals, and 
that the clouds themselves were a kind of sea of ice or a vast collection 
of hail-stones, which, when melted by the interior repository of fire, 
overflowed and fell to the earth in drops of rain. It would betray a 
great ignorance of the spirit and art of poetry, for any man to under- 
stand these descriptions literally, or to complain of the-poet because he 
does not construct his descriptions in the strictest terms of physical ac- 
curacy. It is not his object to explain the theory of Meteorology in a 
philosophical lecture-room ; but it is what it ought to be, to draw a poetical 
picture of a storm, as it appears to the senses ; and which was indeed the 
actual opinion of the generality* Exactly so . do our finest painters and 
poets even now proceed : and it must be either ignorance or an unjust 
enmity to the Bible* which leads any to make those things matter of ob- 
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jection to the Scriptures, which are admired as beauties in those poets 
who are regarded as the undisputed models of good taste." 

In the splendid imagery of Habakkuk, quoted in the Discourse, there 
b a measure of the same sensible ideas, but with an allusion to the awful 
phenomena which attended the giving of the law on Mount Sinai. 

The remarkable passage, Zechariah xiv. 4, is evidently the description 
of an earthquake ; but it is poetically represented as produced by the 
descent of the Almighty, imagined as in a human form of immense mag- 
nitude and grandeur, at the touch of whose feet the mountain gives way 
and is shivered to pieces. If I may venture to give an opinion upon the 
interpretation of this passage, I must say that to me the reference ap- 
pears to be the capture and destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans, 
plainly described in ver. 3. The earthquake is the usual prophetic sym- 
bol to express a revolution. The particular mention of the mount of 
Olives associates in our minds the origin and diffusion of Christianity, as 
taking place in connexion with the subversion of the Jewish state ; and 
the symbol in ver. 8, of " the living waters," with other parts of the 
scenery, coincides with this general idea. The entire passage is cer- 
tainly difficult ; but I venture to think that no interpretation can be just 
but such as shall proceed upon the ground of impartially translating the 
established emblems into their known significations. 

Note G, p. 34. 

A difficulty to this interpretation presents itself, in the occurrence of 
" Moab," apparently in the vocative form, in ver. 4. But it appears 
absolutely impossible to construe the passage so : for nothing can well 
be clearer than that vers. 2—4 contain the supplication of " the daugh- 
ters of Moab," that is, the fugitive population, standing on the bank of 
the frontier-river, and imploring Judaea to grant them an asylum. Either, 
therefore, we must take Moab as introduced in apposition with the pos- 
sessive pronoun, q. d. " Let the Moabites, mine outcasts, dwell with 
thee ;" or, by an extremely slight alteration in one vowel-point, which is 
sanctioned by the Septuagint and the Syriac Version, we may read " Mo- 
ab's outcasts." 
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SYNOPTIC TABLE OF THE PROPHETS, 

* 

WITH 

THE CONTEMPORARY KINGS OF JUDiEA 

AND 

THE OTHER STATES CONNECTED WITH THE TIMES AND 

HISTORY OF THE PROPHETS. 



The first column expresses the year before the Christian Era in which 
it is supposed that each Prophet commenced his public ministry ; and the 
figures, placed after the names of some of the Prophets, denote the esti- 
mated period during which the public office of each continued, or through 
which the delivery of his extant predictions or other writings appears to 
extend. Where no such figure is subjoined, it is to be understood that 
either there are no intimations of the time, or that it was short. 



B. C. 



815. 
763. 



767. 
765. 
769. 
764. 



FK0FHBT8. 



Jonah. 

Years. 
Hosea. 40. 



Joel. 
Amos. 
Isaiah. 48. 
Mlcah. 40. 

[Zechariah, 
the supposed 
author of the 
Six final chap- 
ten.] 



713. 



640. 



617. 
607, 

604. 
694. 

588. 



KINGS OP 
JCDAH. 



Uzziah, called 
also Azariah. 



Jotham. 



Ahaz. 



Hezekiah. 



Nahum. 



Zephaniah. 



Jeremiah. 31. 
Habakkuk. 

Daniel. 70. 
Ezekiel. 22. 

Obadiah. 



Manasseh 

Amon. 

Josiah. 

Jehoahaz. 
Jehoiakim. 

Jehoiachin. 



521. Haggai. 
— • I Zechariah. 



Zedekiah. 



434. 






Malachi. 



KINGS OF 

I8RAEL, 

TEN TRIBB8. 



Jereboam II. 

Zechariah. 
Shalluin. 

Menahem. 

Pekahiah. 

Pekah. 



DAMA3CENB 
SYRIA. 



Hoshea, the last 
king of the Ten 
Tribes. This 
kingdom, after 
continuing 253 
years, destroy- 
edbyShalmane- 
ser. 



Rezin. 

An end put 
to this king*, 
dom, after it 
had subsisted 
about. 244 

Eears, byTig- 
tth-Fileser. 
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AS STRIA. 



BABYLON. 



Pul. 



Tiglath-Pileser. 



Shalmaneser. 

Sargon. 

Sennacherib. 




Ezarhaddon, who removed his seat of 
government to Babylon. 



Nebuchadnezzar I. 



Nabopolassar. 
Nebuchadnezzar II. 



Evil-Merodach. 

Neriglissar. 

Laborosoarchod. 

Belshazzar. 



MEDO- 
PERSIA. 



Medea. 



Deioces. 
Phraortes. 



Cyaxares I. 



Astyages. 



Persians & Medes united. 

Cyrus. Cyaxares. II. 
called Da- 
rius the 
Mede. 



Cambyses. 

Smerdis. 

Darius Hystaspides. 

Xerxes. 
ArtaxerxesLongimanus. 



EGYPT. 



Egypt had long 
consisted of Three 
separate Kingdoms : 
that of Upper Egypt 
united with iEthio- 
pia ; that of Sais ; 
and thatofTanis. — 
About 728, Seve- 
chus, or So, King 
of Upper Egypt, was 
in alliance with Ho- 
shea, king of Israel. 
— In 714, Sethos, 
king of Tanis, was 
at war with Senna- 
cherib: — and Tir- 
haka, successor of 
Sevechus, was in al- 
liance with Heze- 
kiah.— From 713 to 
696, were 2 years of 
civil war, 15 years a 
government of 12 
chiefs, each inde- 
pendent, but all in 
alliance, then ano- 
ther civil war.— In 
696, Psammetichus, 
one of the 12, made 
himself sovereign of 
aU Egypt. — His son, 
NechoII.in611, de- 
feated and slew Jo- 
siah, king of Judah ; 
but was himself o- 
verthrown by Ne- 
buchadnezzar II.— 
Soon after the de- 
struction of Jerusa- 
lem, many Jews fled 
into Egypt, to seek 
protection from Ho* 
phra or Apries. — In 
583, after Nebu- 
chadnezzar had pro- 
bably raised his 13 
years' siege of T7re, 
he marched into 
Egypt against Ho- 
phra, whom he con- 
quered aud slew. 
Ezek.xxix.18— 20; 
On this expedition, 
he subjugated the 
countries of Moab 
and Ammon. 
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